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Claims, made an unfavorable report on the case 
of the heirs of Jonathan Snowden; which was or- 
dered to lie oa the table. 

Mr. R. GARLAND, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported back to the House 
Senate bills of the following titles, without amend- 
ment, Viz: 

An act for the relief of Susanna Honeyman and 
her heirs and assigos; 

An act for the relief of Juan Belgar; and 

An act authorizing patents to be issued to Joseph 
Camran, for a certain tract of land in the State of 
Mich'gan; 
which were severally committed. 

Mr. JAMESON, from the C.mmittee on Private 
Land Claims, reported back to the Huse, without 
amendment, Senate bill, entitled an act for the re- 
lief of Sebastian Butcher, and the heirs and legai 
representatives of Barthoiomew Butcher, Michael 
Butcher, and Peter Bloom; which was committed 
te the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. J. also reported a bill granting a special pre- 
emption for the beaefit of James Shinalt; and 

A bill for the benefit of Henry Wilson; 
which were read twice,and committed. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Commi:tee on Private 
Land Claims, reported back to the House, without 
amendment, Senate bill, entitled an act to seitle the 
tile to certain tracts of land in :he State of Arkan- 
sas; which was committed. 

Mr. W.0. BUTLER, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of George Boon Steele; 


and 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Hays; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

Oa motion of Mr. B. the same commit'ee was 

discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of Ward B. Eldred; and it was ordered to 
lie on the table. 
' Mr. WILLIAM S. HASTINGS, from the same 
committee, reported back the the House, without 
amendment, Senate bill entitled, ‘‘An act for the 
relief of Daniel Marsaque:’* committed. 

Mr. WICK, from the same Committee, reported 
a bill for thewelief of the heirs of John Thomas, 
and others; and 

A bill for the relief of the widow and heirs of 
Henry Kenney, deceased; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. WICK, froin the same committee, reported 
bick to the House, without amendment, Senate bills 
of the following titles, viz: 

An act for the relief of Obed P. Lacy; and 

An act toauthoriz? John E. Metcalfe and others 
o locate certain pre-emption clasm; which were 
committed. 

Mr. W. also made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of James Brewer; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. DILLETT, from the same committee, re- 
ported back to the House without amendment, Se- 
hale bills entitled an act for the relief of Ma- 
dame De Lusser; and an act for the relief of the 
heits of Madame De Lusser and their legal repre- 
sealatives; which were commitied. 

Mr. D. als» rep orie 1, from the same commitire, 
abil forthe relief of Isaac Norriss; which was 
read twice, and committed. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Commitiee on Manafac- 
ules, reported a bill to increase the duties upon 
imported manufactures of silk, which was twice 
read and commitied; and reported back to the 
House, Without amendment, a b:ll referred to that 
committee, to repeal an act to release from duty 
on prepared for, and actual'y laid on, railways 
and incline { planes, approved July 14, 1832, and 
0 graduate the duty paid on such iron hereafier 
a from fore:ga countries, which was com- 


On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the same commiitee 
Was dis d from the farther consideration of 
ihe petition of the inhabitants of Chester county, 
Pa fora protective tariff; the petition of the inhas 


bitants of the city and county of Phi a‘elphia, to- 
bacco manufacturers; the petition of ihe manufac- 
torers of putty in the city of New York; the petition 
of Strickland, Gill, and Campbe!l,-archi'ects; the 
petition cf the American S;lk Society; which were 
severally ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. A. from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the bill of the House concerning lead 
imported into the United States, reported it back 
without amendment and with a request that it do 
not pass: committed. 

Mr. ADAMS, on !eave, submitted the following 
sesolution: 

Resolved, That the following addition be made to 
the fifty-seventh rule for conducting business in tbis 
Hous?, viz: 

**But no call of the Honse shall be ordered after 
ten o'clock at night, and the attendance of no 
member shall be required after midnight.” 

Mr. A. give notice that he shuld ask fir its 
consideration en Monday. 

Mr. BELL, from the Com nittve on Indian Af- 
fairs, reported the fo!lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ind an Affairs 
be authorized to employ aclerk, at the usual rate 
of compensation. 

The question being on the passzge of the reso- 
Intion, 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

A deba’e here arose, in which Messrs. BELL, 
L. WILLIAMS, DAVIS of Intiana, CLIFFORD 
of Maine, and SALTONSTALL, participated. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL obtained the floor, advo- 
cated the adoption of the resolution, and moved 
the previous question; which was seconded, and 
the main question ordered; and 

The main question being, ‘Shall the resolution 
be adopted?” it was decided in the affirmative by 
yeas 70, nays 47. 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reporied a bill allowing rations to Briga- 
dier General John E. Woo!, Adjutant and In: pec- 
tor General of the United States Army; which was 
read twice, aad referred to the C»mmitiee of the 
Whole, and made the order of the day for to- 
morrow. 

Mr.G. from the same committee, made an unfa- 
vorable repoit upon the memorial of Charles New- 
kirk, of the State of New York; which was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. KEMBLE, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affai:s, reported a bill respecting enlistments 
in the army and navy; which was twice read, and 
comm tted. 

Mr. K. frm the same committee, report *d back 
to the House, without am*ndment, Senate bill, en- 
titled ‘An act, to provide for the armed occupation 
and settlement of that part of Florida, which is 
now overrun and infested by marauding bands of 
hostile Indians; which was committed. 

On motion of Mr. K. the same committee was 
discharged from the cons deration «f the case of 
Dr. William J.J. Merrow; and also from the in- 
quiry as to the propriety of furnishing Colt’s patent 
r.fle to citizens of Fiorida; and they were ordered 
to lie on the tab’e. 

Mr. THOMP:-ON of South Carolina, from the 
some c-mmittee, reported a bi!l mating provisions 
to pay acompany of volunteers for guarding the 
emig-ating lodians; which was read twice, and 
committed, 

Mr. REED, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reposted a bill for the relief of Commodore 
Isaac Hull; which was read twice, and com. 
mitted. 

Mr. STORRS, from the Committee on the Judi- 
oiarty, reported back t» the House, without amend- 
ment, Senate bi!l entitle! an act to prevent the 
counterfeiting of any foreign copper, gold, silver, or 
Other coin; end it was commitied. 


Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of William 
Fabre; which was read twice, arid committed, 


Mr. PICKENS, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported back to the House, with an 
amendment to strike out the second section, Senate 
bil entitled an aet regulating commercial inter- 
cou'se wih the port of Cayenne, in the colony of 
French Guiana, and to remit certain duties; which 
was committed. 

Mr. P. also reported, from the same commit'ee, 
a bill to r gulate the allowance to be made for er- 
tra servicesrendered by secretaries of legition and 
consuls; which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. CLIFFORD, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Alexander Hammett; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

A. Mr. CUSHING, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, to which had been refered sundry memo- 
rials, and also resolutions of States, whose claims 
against the Government of France, prior to the 
year 1800, were renounced in the treaty of that 
year, might be indemnified therefor, submitted a re- 
port, accompanied with a bill for the relief of the 
claimants; which he moved to refer to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. PICKENS submitted a statement on the 
same subject, frem the minority of the committee. 

Some discussion followed as to the disposition to 
be made of the bill, in which Messrs. COSHING, 
PICKENS, ANDREWS, WISE, ADAMS, VAN- 
DERPOEL, and R. GARLAND, took part; which 
ended in the reference of the bill to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill authorizing the selec- 
tion of school lands, in lieu of those granted to the 
half breeds of the Sac and Fox Indians; which 
were twice read, and committed. 

Mr HOWARD, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, made an unfavorable report on the case of 

*Ab.gail Dumas; which was ordered to lie on the 
tible. 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on the Ter- 
ritories, reported 

A bill in relation to the navigation of the Nee- 
nah and Wiskonsin rivers; and 

A bill to authorize the erection of a penitentiary 
in Wiskonsin; 
which were read twice, and commiited. 

Mr. STUART, from the same commiltee, re- 
ported 

A bill to construct publie buildings in the Terri- 
ritory of Florida, for the use of the courts ef jus- 
tice; and 

A bill to establish a land office at Newnanville, 
in the Territory of Florida; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Commiitee on 
Revolationary Pensions, made unfavorable reports 
on the petitions of Jane Vreeland Vroomen, Han- 
nah Startevant, Lewis Chandler, Patty Barber, 
Rachael Chandler, Ebenezer Conant, Reuben Re- 
berts, Bennet Barnes, John Bain, David Carroll, 
David Shockley, Samuel Burret, Dorothy Tatem, 
Amos Rooke, Ichabod Warden, Desure Jolly, Ste- 
phen Palmer, Nicholas d’Leaumont, Jane Van 
Doren, Sarah Hazzard Jacob Olinger, Abijah 
Hiteheock, Delilah Morris, William Wallace, and 
Polly Hamilton; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. . 

Mr. TALIAFERRO made unfavorable reports 
on the petitions of Sally Stanley, Penelope Pion- 
kett, Andrew Lorky, Wilmot Marsden, L. Smith, 
May Koapp, John Hoover, John Grimm, Benja- 
min Chapman, Abigail Yorke, William Wallace, 
and Ebenezer Stowe; which were ordered to lie on 
the table. 


Mr ANDREWS, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Sarah Moore, of Maryland; which was twice read, 
and committed. 

Mr. A. also mad? an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Joseph Hecklebander: ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Also, discharged from the case of Abigail mereen, 
which was ordered to lie en the table, 








306 


Mr. A. also, from the same committee, reported 
back to the Hoase, without amendment, Senate bill 
eatitled an act granting a pension to Lemuel 
White: committed. 

Mr. CARR, {roém the Commitiee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions, reported 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Elnathan 
Sears; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Williams, widow of 
Jacob Williams; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Hutchinson; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

On motlon of Mr. CARR, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the 
further consideration of the resolution of Nicholas 
Darnell, and that it be referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. C. the committee was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of a resolu- 
tion inguiring into the expediency of establishing a 
pension agency in Louisville, Ky 

Mr. CARR gave notice that he intended to ask 
leave, on the first day that it would be in order to 
do so, to introduce a b:Il granting a small portion of 
the public lands to certa n volunteers, militia men, 
and rangers who served months in the late 
war, and who defended the frontier during the late 
war with Great Britain. 

Mr. RANDALL, from the Commtttee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, reported 

A bill for the relief Horace B. Abbey; and 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Plummer; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. R. made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of David C. Hibbets; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported 

A bill for the relief of Betsy H. Hariwell, and 
Zachariah D. Snow; 

A bill for the relief of George Barkley and John 
Weaver; 

A bill for the relief of Loro Fisher; and 

A bill for the relief of Amaziah Goodwin; 
which were read twice, aod appropriately com- 
mitted. 

Mr. C. from the same committee, made adverse 
reports on the cases of Susan Merrill, James Gee, 
Elizabeth Gavet, Hopestell Bigelow, Samuel But- 
ler, Jedediah Skinner, and Joseph Hall. 

Mr. DOAN, from the same committee, reported 
the following bills, viz: 

For the relief of William Kerns; 

For the relief of William S. Merrill; and 

For the relief of Maria C. Bell; 
which were twice read, and committed. 

Mr. D. from the same committee, made adverse 
reports on the cases of Sutherland Mayfield, Jo- 
seph W. Ross, and William Baker. 

Mr. S. W. MORRIS, from the same committee, 
reported 

A bill for the relief of William Scott; 

A bill for the relief of George Mayfield; and 

A bill for the relief of Dennis’Dygert; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. 8S. W. M. also made unfavorable reports on 
the petitions of Jenny Newbit, John Parne'l, Jas. 
Sma!lwood, James Scott, E. D. Oliver, Jo+n J. 
Smiih, and Thos. Morgan; which were laid on the 
table. 

Mr. PALEN, from the same committee, made 
an uofavorable report on the petition of George 
Cassedy: ordered to lie on the tab'e. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, the Committee 
on the Public Buildings and Grounds was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tions of Samuel Atchison and Rector Mitchell; 
also, from sundry workmen on the public grounds: 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
s'ate of the Union. 


Mr. LINCOLN, from the same commitiee, re- 
ported a resolution directing a chandelier to be pro- 
cured for the hall of the House; and, afier a few 
remarks from Messrs. WISE, LINCOLN, and 
HABERSHAM, it was postponed till Saturday 
next, 

Oa motion of Mr. STANLY, from the Com- 
mittee on the Expenditures on the Pablic Build- 
ings, it was 
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Resolvéd, That the said committee have authority 
to send for persons and pape:s. 

Mr. DUNCAN presented the petition of Persley 
Kemper, of Hamilton county, Ohio; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLIFFORD presented sundry documents in 
relation to the claim of the heirs of Adam McCai- 
loch to the title to Goat Island, on Cape Porpoise; 
which were referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. ‘ 

Mr. STEENROD, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Jacob Baugh; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Mary Matilda Dorsey. 

Mr. H. presented documents in the casecof Jo- 
seph Ramsey; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. . 

On mo ion of Mr. MITCHELL, 

The Honse adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Monpay, April 6, 1840. 


Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from 
ci'izens of. Philadelphia, praying that effectual 
measures be taken to suppress the foreign slave 
trade under the American flag; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. S. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
the northwestern part of Pennsylvania, praying an 
approp'iation for the improvement of the Allegha- 
ny river; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. ‘ 

Mr. BROWN presented the memorial of Wil- 
liam T. Winn, administrator of Timothy Winn, 
late a purser in the navy, pre ying compensation for 
extra services; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of the county of St Joseph, Michigan, pray- 
ing the passage of a general bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. P. also presented the memorial of citizens 
of Racine, Wiskonsin, praying an appropriation 
for the improvement of the harbor at that place, 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. P. also presented a memorial from the pro- 
prietors of steam vesse's on Lake Erie, praying for 
a repeal of certain provisions of the law of 1837; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presen‘ed resolutions passed 
by the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana, 
instructing the Senators, and requesting the Repre- 
sentatives, of said State in Congress, to use their 
exertions to procure the establishment of a milita- 
ry post or garrison near Alexandria, in the parish 
of Rapides, in that State; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. N. also presented resolutions of instruction, 
from the same bo ly, for the construction of a road 
from Vidalia to Natchitoches; which was referred 
to the Commitiee on Roads and Canals, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. N, a'so presented similar resolutions of in- 
struction from the same body, !o procure the passage 
ofa law giving to the Legislature of Louisiana the 
power and authority to protect from waste, and to 
lease or sell the six'eenth sections or school lands 
in that State, and als» to enter a like quantity of 
other lands where the said sixteenth sections have 
been previously conceded by valid titles; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. N. the petition of William 
Duncan, alturney, and the memorial of John Ni- 
cholson, executor of Abner L. Dunzan, deceased, 
on the files of the Senate, were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented two me.moria's from 
citizens of the State of Vermont, praying the pas- 
sage of a general bankrupt law; which were refer- 
red to the Committee on the Jadiciary. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of a 
number of citizens of Chicago, in the State of IIli- 
nois, recommending the establishment of a port of 





entry at that place; which was referred to the Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of the State of New Hampshire, prayin 
the establishment of a post route; which was refer 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Pos, 
Roads. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of 
a number of citizens of Oswego county, N. y 
praying the passage of a bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the J udiciary, 

Mr. T. also presented the petition of a numberof 
citizens of Poughkeepsie, New York, praying a re. 
duction of postage on letters; which was refer. 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. T. also presented the petition of a number of 
citizens of Yates county, New York, praying that 
Florida may not be admitted into the Union as q 
State, whi!st her Constitution tolerates slavery; the 
motion to receive which was, 

On motion by Mr. KING, laid on the table. 

Mr. YOUNG presznted seven memorials from a 
number of citizens of the State of Illinois and Te;. 
ritory of Iowa, severally praying the extension of 
a mail route; which were referred to the Commitee 
on the Post Office and the Post Roads. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the petition of L. Bay. 
ley; and 

The petition of Margaret Deveal, severally pray. 
ing the confirmation of titles to lands; which were 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the memoria] 
of a large number of highly respectable citizens of 
Alabama, praying the passage of a general bank. 
rupt law; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
five hundred of the most respectabie citizens of 
Pittsburg, praying the passage of a general bank- 
rupt law; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. FULTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consen!, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of causing 
the name of Benjamin Oven, a Revolutionary sol- 
dier, to be placed upon the pension roll. 

Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate cause 
to be prepared an alphabetical list of all private 
claims which have been tefore the Senate, with the 
action of the Senate thereon, since the commence- 
ment of the Fifteenth Congress; and that he com- 
municate the same to the Senate al the commence- 
ment of the next session. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Tattmapae on 
Friday last, in relation to the court martial in the 
case of Lieutenant Whitney, was disagreed to— 
ayes 16, noes 21. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill from the House for 
the relief of Meigs D. Benjamin and Co. reported 
the same without amendment. 

The bill for the discontinuance ef the cffice of 
surveyor general in the several districts, so s00a &s 
the surveys therein can be completed, and for abo- 
lishing land offices ander certain circumstances, 
and for other-purpo.es, was read a third time, aud 
passed. ; 

The bill to authorize the President of the Unite! 
States to raise one thousand five hundred men, 
serve against the Florida Indians, afier some 
marks from Messrs. BENTON, PIERCE, LINY, 
and PRESTON, was ordeied to be engrussed for 4 
third reading. 

The bill granting to the county of Kalamazoo," 
the State of Michigan, the right of pre-emption 0 4 
quarter section of land, and for other purposes, 
alter some remarks by Messrs. KING and one 
VELL, was ordered to be engrossed for & thi 
reading. 

CANAL TO CONNECT THE LAKES. se 

The S nate proceeded to the considera'ion of t 
bill granting to tke State of Michigan a quam 
of land to aid said State in the constraction il 
canal around the Falls of St, Marie. 
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makes a donation to the State, for that purpose, of 
one hundred thousand acres of land. 

Mr. NORVELL said that the proposed canal, 
when constructed, would ce: nnect the navigation of 
Lake Huron and the lower lakes with Lake Supe- 
rior. It would not exceed a mile and a half to two 
miles in length. By surveys and estimates, the 
cost of the canal for navigation by sloops and 
schooners would bot amount to more than about 
one hundred and twenty-five thousand do lars. 
Two hundred thousand, or two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars would render it navigable to 
steamboats. It was a great State work, eminently 
conducive to the prosperity of the commerce and 
fisheries of the nor:hwest, and deserving, from its 
general and commercial character, of the patronage 
of the FederalGovernment. The bill was mode- 
ralein its demand. It asked only one hundred 
thousand acres of land to aid the Siate of Michi- 
gan in the construction of the proposed canal. It 
was unnecessary for him to dilate upon the inmpor- 
tance of a work which all, who «anderstood the 
geography and resources of that fertite and vast re- 
gion of country, would duly appreciate. 

Mr. BENTON observed, that the object of the 
bill was not only a good, but agreatone. A canal 
open'ng a eommunication from the lower Lakes to 
Like Superior—a lake, he believed, litle, if at all, 
inferior to the Caspian sea—was a great work. It 
was second in importance only to the canal around 
the Falls of the Ohio. He desired to know from 
ihe Senator who had charge of the bill, what were 
the means for making this canal: whether it was to 
bea State werk, or whether it was to be put into 
the hands of a company, or a corporation. 

Mr. NORV&LL replied, that the work was 
to be exclusively a State work. No company 
or corporation was to have any concern in 
it He would not himself ask a cent from 
Congress to aid any corporation, or any mo- 
nopoly. And, if the Senator from Missouri 
dese! any further assurance, he would have 
no objection to an amendment to the bDiil, 
making the proposed grant to the State, on the 
condition that the work should be made by her 
alone, and that she should be its sole owner. With 
revard to the means for the constraction of the ca- 
nal, he trusted that, by a judicioas selection and sale 
of the land, it would of it elf yield a sufficient sum 
to complete the work. 

Mr. HENDERSON said, that he was decidedly 
in favor of making grants of land to the States for 
the parpose of constructing works of inte:nal im- 
provement. He should vote for the bill. He was 
on'y desirous of ascertaining whether it contained 
a provision preventing the sale of the land, under 
the minimum price fixed by law. 

The bill was read containing such a provision, 
and was thereupon, without further debate, ordered 
to be engros-ed for a third rea ting. 

The bill authorizing the relinquishment of the six- 
teenth sections granted for the use of schools, and 
the entry of other lands ia lien thereof, was ordered 
ty be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Senate then adj »urned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, April 6, 1810. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication 
tom the Navy Department, covering copies of the corre- 
sponleace heretofore called for in relation to the ligh:-house 
ees knoll, &c.: referred to the Committee on Com- 

é. 
,, Also, sundry depositions in relation to the New Jersey elec- 
Yon: referred to the Committee of Elections, 

This was the day set apart, by the rules, for the reception of 
Tesolutions, dc. 

At the adjournment of the House last resolution day, an ap- 
Peal Was pending {ron the decision of the Chair, and which 
Was taken under the following circumstances: 

,_ \ pursuance of notice given, Mr. Ranipsn had asked 
oure ‘0 intro luce a bill providing for the continuation of the 
Wines road through the States of Ohio, Iadiana, and 
Mi. Daoucoorns at that ime objected to the motion for leave 
ig Pur, on the ground that he wished to debate it. 
_ the Speaker thereupon decided that the motion forleave to 
introduce a bill must bs subjectto the restrictions and limita- 
‘ons containe!in the rules in relation to resolutions, (that isto 
My thatany resolutions giving rise to debate must lie over;) 
an] decided, therefore, that this motion for leave, giving rise to 

bate, must lie over. 


ae DROMGOOLE moved to lay the motion for leave on the 


als, RARIDEN appealed from the decision of the Cua 


canes enn” for leave to introduceg bill, giving riseto debate 
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And the question being on the appeal, the previous question, 
was noved and seconded, and, peaJing the main quesiion, the 
House adjourned. 

And the question this merning recurring on the appeal, 

Mr. RARIDEN moved a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was not in erder, pending 
the previous question; but thata call might be had by genera! 
consent. 

Whichhaving been obtained, the Clerk called the roll, when 
117 members answered to their names. 

And the names of the absentees having been called, 137 mem- 
bers were ascertained to be present. 

When, on motion of Mr. BANKS, al! further proceedings in 
the call were suspended. 

gn the main question (on the appeal) was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Mr. CASEY asked the yeas and nays on the main question; 
which were ordered. 

And the main question, “Sha!l the decision of the Cuarr 
stand as the judgment of the House?” was then taken, anu de- 
cided in the affirmative: yeas 119, nays 23. 

So the decision of the Cuatr was affirmed. 

And, thereupon, Mr. RARIDEN withdrew his motion for 
leave to introduce the said bill. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the States for resolu- 
tions, commencing where it was suspended on the last resolu- 
tion day, to wit, the State of Indiana. 

Mr. RARIDEN asked the House at this time to take up 
and consider a resolution heretofore offered by him, calling 
on the War Department for certain information in relation 
to the officers of the army employed in paying Indian annui- 
ties, &c. 

Mr. BANKS objected. 

Mr. LEWtS WILLIAMS (remarking that the resolution was 
a very important one) asked the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and, being taken, were. yeas71, nays 79. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, in pursuance of notice heretofore given, 
asked leave to introduce a bill granting pre-emption righis to 
settlers on the public lands. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. R. moved a suspension of the rule, and asked the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, and, being taken, were: yeas 
67, nays73. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill providing 
for the apportionment ofthe representation under the census of 
1810, so as that the Representatives to the Twenty-seventh 
Congress may be made agreeably to said apportionment and 
census. 

Mr. CRABB moved a suspension ofthe rule for the purpose 
of taking up a resolution heretofore offered, providing for an 
amendment of the Constitution, by which the Presidential term 
shall be limited tc four years. 

Mr. C. having explained that his object was to have the re- 
solution referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, asked the yeas and nays on the motion to suspend 
the rule; which were ordered, ani, being taken, were—yeas77, 
nays 61, not two-thirds. 

S» the roles were not suspended. 

Numerous other motions were made to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of taking up and considering different reso!utions; 
all which movious were rejected by counts or divisions. 

Mr. DOTY, in pursuance of notice, asked leave to intro- 
duce a bill to provide for the construction of harbers in Wis- 
konsin. 

A'so, a bill in re'ation togthe southern, boundary of Wie- 
konsin. 

Objection was made in both cases. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, in pursuance of notice, asked 
leave to introduce a bill vesting the appointment of the district 
attorneys and marshals of the United States in certain courts 
thereof, and providing that the e:.oluments of the said attorneys 
shall in no case exceed $3,000. 

Objection was made, but withdrawn. 

And the question being put on leave, no quorum voted. 

Mr. DAVIS then asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and being taken, were—yeas 60, nays 66. 

So leave was refused. 

Mr. W. O. BULLER of Kentucky offered the following: 

Resolved, That so much of the 27th ruleof this House as 
requires the member'addressing the Cuain to confine himsel!to 
the question under discussion, and which for years past has 
been obsolete in practice, is essential alike to the progress of 
business, and the decorum of dbate, and ought to be en- 
forced. 

Mr. B. disclaimed any intention to reflect upon the SPEAKER. 

Mr. WISE mate objection, but withdrew it. 

Mr. BRIGGS proposed to amend the resolution so as to add 
to the end thereofthe words, “and that this House will sus- 
tain the Caarr in a rigid enfoicement of all its rules.” 

Mr. DAWSON said that, as he supposed the object of the 
gent'eman from Kentucky ha: been attained by offering the 
resolution. he (Mr. D.) would move to Jay it on the table. 

Mr. ATHERTON asked the yeas and nays on that motion. 

Mr, ALFORD renewed the objection. The resvlution cor- 
tained a reflection on the Speaker, who was not answerable 
for the disorder of this House. Besides he (Mr, A.) did not 
wish to gee the Democracy. 

Mr. BRIGGS suggested that the objection was now too late, 
and that the resoluuion had been received. 

The SPE. KER decided the onjection to be in order. 

Mr. BUTLER thereu,.on moved a suspension of the rule, 
and asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered,and being 
taken, were: Yeus 74, nays 48, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, An- 
drews, Atherton, Beatty, B-irne, Blackwell, Bond, Boyd, Brigg 
Aaron V. Brown, Burke, W. O, Butler, Bynum, Carr, Casey, 
Chapman, Ciiftord, Coles, Conner, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, 
John W. Divis, Dickerson, Doan, Earll, Eastman, Fletcher, 
Hand, Hawkins. Henry, Hillen, Howard, Jameson, Joseph 
Johns 7. Keim, Kembie, Kille, Leet, Leoaard, Linco'n, Lowell, 
Lucas, MeCletian, McCulloch, MeKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
Samuel W. Morris. Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Rameey, 
Rari.len. Rheti, Robinson, Samuels, Joho Smith, Starkweather, 
Preearod, Siuart, Sweney, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Tripiet', 
FQ wr Wi yom Watterson, Weller, Wick, and 

, jama—/4. 
NAYS—Meéssrs. Adams, Alford, Banks, Biack, Carter, 











James Cooper, Cranston, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dillet, Duncan, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, Fisher, Rice 
Garland, Gates, Giddings, Graham, Graves, Griffin, Grinnell, 
Habersham, Hawes, Hoffman, Helleman, James, Jenifer, 
Charles Johnston, Kempshall, Mitchell, ee Ogie, Pope, 
Raynor, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Russel ttonstall, Albert 
Smith, Stanly, John White, omas W. Williams, Lewie 
Williams, CH. Williams, aad Wise—48, 

- ove cing not voting therefor) the rules were not sus- 
pended. 

Mr. WISE, (by general consent) presented the petition of 
one hundred and fifty citizens of the United States, praying for 
a revision of the punishment of Wm. L McKenzie; which, on 
motion of Mr. W. was referred to the Commitee on the Judi! 
ciary. 

é Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS offered the following resolution, which 

'es8 over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a military de- 
pot near our northern frontier, in the State of New Hampshire. 

On motion of Mr. PARMENTER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of —_ an appre- 
priation fora survey and examination of the condition of the 
islands contiguous to the main channel to Boston harbor, and 
for preparing plans and estimates of the probable cost of sea- 
walls necessary for their protection; and that said committee 
be also instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation during the present session of Congress for build- 
ing a sea-wal! for the preservation of cither of said islands, 

On motion of Mr. W. 8. HASTINGS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture be instructed 
toinquire into the expediency of diffusing information on the 
process of manufacturing sugar from the beet by procuring the 
publication ofa brief treatise on the subject, 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General report to this House 
the causes of the delay and irregularity of the mails between the 
cities of New York and Boston, and especially whether any 
measures have bee | adopted, or are in contemplation, to insure 
to the mail between New York and New Haven the despatch 
and regularity with which it was carried before the steamboat 
arrangement was annulled. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee of the Whole on the atate of 
the Union be discharged from the consideration of so much of 
the message of the Pr: sident of the United States to C..ngrese at 
the commencement of their present session as relates to the 
fraudulent use of our flag by foreigners, and to the sale and 
transfer of American vessels while abroad, and that the same 
be referred to the Committee on Commerce, with instructions 
to investigate that subject, with oe to send for persons and 
papers, and to report a bill for the effectual suppression 
of the abuse of our flag, and the preservation ,of ite integrity 
and honor. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 

Resolved, ‘hat the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed 
to inform this House whether any part, and, if so, what propor- 
tion, cf the appropriation propesed in the bill reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year 1840, which are appii- 
cable to the construction of the Treasury building ard of the 
Patent Office, have been anticipated in the purchase of mate- 
rials, or labor performed, up to the present time; and whether, 
in the estimates made by him, and submitted in his report to 
Congress, of sums proper to be appropriated to those objerta, a 
sufficient amoant will be provided to pay for materials aispedy 
purchased and labor performed, and to continue the wo; 
without interruption through the season, and with the proper 
force tosecure the earliest and most economical completion of 
the buildings. 

On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Pert 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency, of reduc- 
ing the rates of postage, and dispensing with the fractional parte 
of a cent therein. 

On motion of Mr. OSBORNE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims he 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting pensions 
to Susan Ellwood and Lydia Lockwood; and that this resolution, 
withthe accompanying papers, be referred to that committee. 

Mr. EVERETT offered the following resolution, which lies 
over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
lay befure this House a statement of the banks in which Trea- 
sury notes, issued under the acts of 1837-’3, and ’9, have been 
hy his depariment, deposited in consequence of having receiv 
certificates of special deposites in specie to the credit of the 
Treasurer, with the rates of interest on such notes, of the date 
and amount of each ares of Treasury notes, and of each 
certificate of such special deposites in and ef the amount 
standing tothe creditof the Treasurer in each of said banks at 
the date of the first deposite of Treasury Notes therein. And 
also a eens nae of the amount of all other moneys de- 
posited in such banks to the cre !it of said Treasurer, and of all 
drattsdrawn against such deposites,stating the transactions with 
each hank in a separate account. And aleo, copies of all corre- 

dence between his department and such bank, relating to 
the making such special deposi:es in specie, and to the making 
such deposites in Treasury notes. 

Oa motfon of Mr. JONES of New York, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the necessity of establishing a 
post rente from Unionviile, in Orange county, New York, to 
Deckertown, Sussex coaaty New Jersey, 

On motion of Mr. GRINNELL,  _ 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on Commerce be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of providing by law thatthe names 
of the ow ers shall be inserted in the papers taken by vensels at 
the cu tom-h suses, expressing thetein the interest of the reapec- 
tive owners; and, also, to inquire into the expediency of limuing 
by law the liability of owners of vessels for damages in cases 
injury by collision. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
communicate to this House a statement of the several 
received under the late treaty of indemnity with France, and.of 
the several dividends declased to the claimants, showing the 
amount of al! sch instalments and dividends. 

Mc. HAND said his colle:gue (Mr. BazwsTer} wae.necessa- 
rily absent; that on a previous day ie oe notice 
of @ motion for leave to introduce a bill eontinning the improyg, 
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ments of certain harbors, and had requested Mr. I. to ask leavé 
on thisday. Mr. H. said this bill was very economical, and° 
merely for the purpose of preserving the works already in pro- 
gress, and contemplated the appropriation of but a small part 
of the estimates of the topographical bureau. 

Obdjectivn being made by Mr. TURNEY, the motion for leave 
lies over uniler the rule 

Mr. HAND also desired, if in order, to call up the considera- 
tion of the resolution intreduced by him on the tOth February, 
to inquire into the expediency of constructing a military road 
from Lake Champlain to Lake Ontario. Mr. H. said recent oc- 
currences rendered it proper to turn our eyes that way, and 
he wished the committee to have the matter under conside- 
ration 
The SPEAKER said it was in order to move its considera- 
tion, but it would require a vote of two-thirds. 

Mr. HAND then so moved; but twa-thirds not voting in favor, 
the motion to consider now was lost. 

On motion of Mr. RANDOLPH, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to commu- 
nicate to this House a cépy of a letter addressed to him by the 
Hon, Ebenezer Tucker, of Tuckerton, N. J. on or about the 13th 
day of May last, in relation to the protection and improvement 
of Litte Egg harbor. 

Mr. KEIM of Pa, offered the following resolution, which, be- 
ing objected to, lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on a National Foundry be 
instructed to inquire at What point in the United States the 
cheapest and best material can be procured for the manufac- 
ture .of cannon, having reference not only to the iron and 
quantity and quality thereof, but also to the fuel necessary to be 
used, and alav, the ficilities and cost of transportation of the 
cannon when completed, to our maritime ports 

Mr. LEET of Pa. offered the following resolution, which, be- 
ing objected ta, les ever: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency and public utility of ex- 
tending the aid of the General Government to the improve- 
meat of the navigation of the Monongahela river, by means 
of slack water from its higest navigable point in Virginia, 
and through that Siate and the Siaie of Peinsylvania, to 
its junction with the Alleghany river at the city of Pitts- 
burgh; and that said committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. . 

On motion of Mr JENIFER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquireinto the propriety of paying to the heirs 
of Col, John H. Stone the arrears ote pension to which he was 
entitled under the resolution of Congress of 1776, and that the 
memorial and accompany ing papers of the heirs of the late Major 
Benjamin Stoddert be taken from the files of the House and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionery Claims, 

Mr. P. F, TIVOMAS gave notice of his intention to introduce a 
bill providing for the surrender of the stocks of the Government 
in Btate internal improvement companies, and of all the Go- 
vernment interest, of whatever kind, in internal improvements 
commenced or completed by the States, and for the cession of so 
much of the Cumberland road as has not been heretofore ceded 
to the respective States in which it lies. 

On movion of Mr. HILLEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
tructed to inquire iato the expediency of directing an imme- 
diate commencement ofa fort on Sollers’s Point flats, for the 
defence ofthe harbor of Baltimore; and that they have leave to 
report by bill or otherwise, 

On motion of Mr, CRAIG, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency ef esta- 
blishing a post route from Losinaton, in Virginia, to Rebecca 
Furnace, in the county of Botetourt, in the same State, by way 
of the Buffalo read. 

Mr. BOTTS offered the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That 1,000 additional copies of the report of the 
Secretary of War, contained in document No. 1, and accom 
parying the President’s message at the commencement of the 
present session, be printed for the use of this House. 

Mr. BANKS offered the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That 5,0 copies of the explanatory report made 
by the Secretary of War, bearing date on the 26th day of March 
last, being Doc. 153, recommending a reorganization of the mi- 
litia of the United States, be printed for the use of this House. 

On motion of Mr. JOLNSON, of Virginia, 

Resolved, That the Commitee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of restoring to the 

vension roll the name of William Pepper, of the State of 
Viretnia. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, 

Resolved, That the Select Committee on the Offices and OF- 
ficers of the House of Representatives, be authorized and in- 
atructed to inquire into the extent of the agency of any of the 
present officers of the Mouse of Representatives in the prosecu- 
tion of private claims against the Government, the rate of com- 
pensation charged, and the manner in which such agents, ifany, 
lave procured and prosecuted such claims, and report thereon 
to this Monse, 

Mr. WISE offered the following, which, being objected to, 
lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby 
requested, to lay before this House, as soon as practicable, a re- 
port of a full and connected system of nationa! defence, em- 
bracing steam and other vessels of war, and ‘floating batte. 
ries” for coast and harbor defence; and national toundries, and 
the internal means auxiliary to these for transportation i 
other warlike uses by land; and th.t he be requested to furnis 
this House with the reports submitted to his Department at any 
time by Major General Evdimund P. Gaines, or other person or 

ersons of professional experience, of their “plans of defence,” 
ifany such have been submitted, with the views of the Secretary 
ef War thereon. And that the Secretary furnish an estimate of 
the expenses of his own and other plans he may report, distin- 
guishing such parts of plans as ought to be immediately adopt- 
ed and prosecuted, with the probable cost and time of their pro- 
secution aad commencement 

On motion of Mr. RAYNER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instrreted 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill to abolish the 
portofeatry at Currituck, North Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. STANLY, 

Resolved, That the report of the minority of the Committee 
of Elections, in the New Jersey case, be printed with the report 
of the majority of said committee. 
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On motion of Mr. W. THOMPSON, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
communicate to this House all the information in his —— 
as to the fitness of Pensacola, or any other point on the Gulf of 
Mexico, tor a dry dock and naval depot. 

On motion of Mr. BLACK, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of making provision, by law, during 
the present session, for the payment of troops called into ser- 
vice by the Executive of the State of Georgia, to repel the in- 
vasion of the Indians in the neighhorhood of the Okafinoka 
swamp, and the expenses incident thereto; and that a letter from 
the Governor of Georgia to the Delegation from the State, en- 
closing one from the acting Secretary of War on that subject, 
and all other papers in relation thereto, be referred to the said 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. BLACK, 

Resolved, That the claim of Capt. Thomas C. Rudolph, of 
the revenue cutter service, for compensation for services by 
him performed for this Government, be referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims, together with all the papers relating thereto. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation, by 
Congress, of asum of money which may be deemed sufficient, 
in their opinion, to procure the removal of obstructions, &c. in 
the Savannah river, set forih in the report of Captain Mackay, 
of the Corps of Engineers, made on the 6th of December, 1839, 
and forwarded to Col. J. J. Abert, ofthe Corps of Topographi- 
cal Engineers; and thatthe letter of the Mayor of the city of 
Savannah, with the report and survey of Captain Mackay, be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. HABERSHAM, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy communicate to 
this House whether a naval station has been established at any 
place south of the Chesapeake bay, and, if so, where? Also, 
the reasons for the selection of the particular place, together 
with all the correspondence he may have had on the subject; 
and that he be requested to cause to be communicated the report 
made by the commissioner appointed by the Government to 
survey the coast, and particularly the harbors south of the 
Chesapeake, with a view to the selection of the most eligible 
place for a naval station and navy yard; and that hebe re- 
quested to present his views upon the propriety and necessity 
of an appropriation being immediately made by Congress for 
the purpose of establishing not only a station for the navy, but 
for a navy yard. 

On motion of Mr. BLACK, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to in- 

uire into the expediency of making provision by law, during 
the present session, for the repayment of moneys advanced by 
the citizens of Camden county, Georgia, in 1836, to the Camden 
and Glynn county volunteers. 

Mr. BLACK offered the following; which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of building a custom-house for 
the use of this Government in the city of Savannah, Georgia; 
and that they report a provision by law during the present ses- 
sion for the construction thereof, and that all the papers rela- 
tive thereto be referred to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of discon- 
tinuing the present mai! route from Flemsburg, Kentucky, to 
Elizaville, Kentucky, and of creating a mail route m lieu there- 
of from Mayslick, Kentucky, to said town of Elizaville, Ken- 
tucky. 

On motion of Mr. G. DAVIS, 

Resolved, That the papers connected wiih the claim of the 
heirs of Peter Moore, deceased, be referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, with instructions to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD offered the following resolution, which 
lies over: 

Resolved, That, on those days set apart by the rules ef the 
House for calling the States for resolutions, the Speaker shall 
take up and dispose of allthe resolutions lying on the table be- 
fore proceeding with the call of the States for other resolutions: 

Mr. DUNCAN offered the following resolution, which lies 
over: 

Resolved, That five thousand copies be printed of all the do- 
cuments and correspondence on the subject of the Northeastern 
boundary of the United States, which have been communicated 
to the Senate or House of Representatives during the present 
session of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Expenditures on the 
Public Buildings be instructed to report to this House the 
amount expended on each of the public buildings in the city of 
Washingion, since the commencement of the Treasury building 
andthe Patent Office; and, also, to report whether the money 
expended has been drawn from funds appropriated for that pur- 


se. 
Pete. PARISH offered the fullowing, which lies over, under the 
rule, one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury communicate 
to Congress, as early as practicable, a statement of the receipts 
and expenditures of the Government of the United States from 
December 31, 1829, to January 1, 1840, and the balance of mo- 
ney inthe Treasury at the close of each year during that pe- 
riod; also,all appropriations made by law for the same time; 
adopting, as far as convenient for such statements, the form 
used by the Secretary of the Treasury in his reports on these 
subjects, dated April 9, 1830; and that he designate how much 
of such expenditures have been made ineach Siate and Ter- 
ritory for fortifications, light-houses, public debt, Revolution- 
ary and other pensions, and internal improvemen’s, accerding 
to the formadopted in the report of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to this House, dated December 20, 1830. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. DS VIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of changing 
the mail route from Clinton, in Indiana, to Ono, in lilinois, so 
as to include New Market, in Vigo county, Indiana. 

On motion ef Mr. CARR, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing @ post route, commencing at Brownstown, Jackson county, 
Indiana, via Lutze’s mills, on Salt creek, and thence to Nash- 
ville, the county seat of Brown county, 

On motion of Mr, PROFFIT, 





Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be j 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making a donation .; 
lands lying within the State of Indiana to the State of Inder! 
for the purpose of improving the navigation of the Wabast 
river. : 

Mr. PROFFIT moved the following resolution; a 
arising, it was Jaid over, under the rule, viz: nd, debate 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to o 
United States Engineers now superintending that part of ) 
Cumberland road lying within the State of Indiana to make 
A survey of the route for a canal trom New Harmony to eos 
Vernon, in the State of Indiana, (provided their services are not 
— ans the year — = said Cumberland road;) and 

the Sec instruct sai ineers to report the pro 
cost of said canal Z port the Probable 

Mr. CARR, inaccordance with notice heretofore Given, in. 
troduced a bill'granting a bounty in land to the organized militia 
men, volunteers, and rangers who defended the country duri; . 
the late war with Great Britain. 8 

Objections being made, it is ordered to lie over for conside. 
ration hereafter. 

On motion of Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be jn. 
stracted to inquire into the propriety of making a proper com. 
pensation to the State of aay Fo for the loss of the six. 
teenth sections in the Chicasaw and Choctaw cessions of land in 
said State. 

On motion of Mr. STUART, 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land Oy. 
fice be required to furnish this House with the names o{ 
each of the soldiers to whom patents were issued for la)d ly- 
ing in the Military Bounty District inthe State of Mlinois, for 
servicesin the late war; the description of the tract of {and 
granted to each, with the dateofthe patent, the place of reg. 
dence of each, the company and regiment in which they seve. 
-— served, and by whom each patent was received, 

r. CASEY offered the following, which, being objected to 
lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
hereby, directed to cause to be communicated to this House a 
tabular statement, showing what would have been the receipis 
into the Treasury, calculated on the whole amount of imports 
in each year, from the 4th of March, 1829, to the present time 
had the duties remained as they were fixed by the act of |: 
2. The actual receipts from the customs; and, 3. The amount 
of reductions effected by the several alterations of the tariff 
subsequent to the aforesaid 4:h of March, 1829. That he als 
prepare a tabular statement, showing the receipts and reduc. 
tions as above, on some leading articles, such as coffee, tea, salt, 
iron, sewing silk, worsted, stuff goods, and any others that may 
be selected. 

On motion of Mr. CRABB, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be instructed 
to inquire into the present mode of distributing among the geve- 
ral States public arms and accoutrements, under the annua! 
appropriation by the General Goverament for that purpose, 
with a view to ascertain and report to this House whether the 
distributions heretofore made have been equitable, and in prac. 
tical conformity to the bases upon which they have been pro- 
fessedly made, and, if not, what amendment of the law of the 
subject will insure a just distribution. 

r. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, offered the following resalution, 
which lies over: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to report a bill to revive and continue in {force the bi!! 
to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the public lands, ap. 
proved the 22d day of June, 1838, so as to provide for all settlers 
en the public lands, on or before the lst day of March Jasi, 
and to limit said bill to two years from the 22d day of Juve 
next, 

On motion of Mr. JAMESON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions he 1n- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing Henry 
Overly a pension from the time he was disabled (being about 
the beginning of November. 1777,) to the time he was 
one on the pension roll, under the act of the 3d of March, 
On motion of Mr. MILLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish. 
ing the following Gescribed. post roads in the State of Mis 
souri, viz: 

From the town of New Madrid, New Madrid county, to 
Smith’s Landing, on the Mississippi river, in said county; irom 
Paris, Monroe county, by way of Woodville, to Bloomington, in 
Macon county; and from Mount Pleasant, in Barry county, ‘0 
Neosho, in Newton county. 

On motion of Mr. CRO: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing ports of entry a or 
near Van Buren, on the Arkansas, and at sume point wear the 
mouth of Litle river and Red river. . 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
communicate to this House whether, under existing laws, (1aW- 
back of duties is, or, in his opivion, can be, allowed on gos 
used in carrying on an inland trade between the United Siaics 
and the Republic of Mexico; and whether any, and what ja, 
could be most conveniently adopted for that purpose. Air 
any informatien in his power in relation to the annual amot) 
of said trade, the route or routes by which it is carried on, and in 
what the same consists. 

On motion of Mr. DOWNING, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to —_ 
nicate to this House, a copy of the charges preferred agains ' 
L. Dancey, for alleged frauds against the United States as sp 
cial superintendent of the sea wall at St. Augustine, Florida, 
gether with all the correspondence and evidence of said charges 
the reports of Captain Mansfield and Lieutenant Benham, !0 ' 
lation thereto, and, also, all other information on that subjec! ° 
the possession of the War Department. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, of low i aeuet 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on Public Lands be instru" 
ed to inquire into, the expediency of reporting a joint resell of 

poning any further pablic sales of lands in the ee. 
owa until 1841—the sum of nearly halfa million of dol ars 
ing been received by the Government from the sale of lands 
the year 1840. : ; a 
. CHAPMAN gave notice of his intention to 2 ee 
bill to provide for the sales of the public lands in such the 
as to avoid sudden drains of the circulating medium from 
ordinary business transactions of the country, and to prevee 
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fluctuations in thé revenue of the Government derived from the 
gales of the lands. ; 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed, if vot incompatible with the public interest, to communicate 
0 this House aay information in the possession of the Execu- 
tive Department, showing the warlike preparations of Great 
Britain by introducing troops into Canada or New Brunswick, 
or erecting or repairing fortifications on the Northern or North- 
eastern boundary, or by preparing naval armaments on any of 
the great northera lakes or the waters connected therewith; and, 
also, what preparations, if any, have been made by this Go- 
yernment to put the United States, and especially the Nerthern 
and Northeastern frontier, in a state of defence. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures be instruct- 
edito inquire into the expediency of laying duties on imported 
wines, foreign silks, silk worsted goods, and such foreign arti- 
cies of luxury that are now duty free, as come in competition 
with the growth of our own soil, or the products of our labor 
and yield no revenue to the Government. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishiag a post route from Piqua, in Maine county, Ohio, via 
Jacksonville, Fort Recovery, and Alexandria, to Buffalo, in 
Wells county, Indiana; and that the memorial hereto attached 

2 referred to said committee. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. DOTY, — 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing the following post routes in Wiskonsin, to wil: 

From Milwaukee, by Greenfield, New Berlin, Mukwonago, 
East Troy, Troy, Elkhorn, Delavan, and Turtle creck, to 

‘oit. 
yo Fox lake, by Watertown, Jefferson, Whitewater, Elk- 
horn, and Genera, to Chicago. 

From Prairie du Chien, by Wingville, Belmont, Elkgrove, 
Millseat bend, New Diggings, Gratiot’s grove, Waddam’s 
grove, and Bald knob, to Boonsboro. 

From Racine, by lve’s grove, Sugar creek, Jonesville, Mon- 
roe, on the United States road, to Sinapee. 

From Green bay, by Depere, Caukaunah, Little Butte des 
Morts, and Oshkosh, to Fond du Lac. 

From Fort Winnebago, " Dekorra and Helena, to Wingville. 

From Fond du Lac, by Munnomonee falls, to Milwaukee. 

From Milwaukee, by Lisbon, Hatch’s mill, and Piperville, to 
Watertown. 

From Madison to Watertown. 

From Troy, by Round and Prairie, to Whitewater. 

From Fort Winnebago to Plover portage, on the Upper Wis- 
konsin. 

From Senapee to Galena. 

From Van Buren, by Lafayette and Osceola, to Senapee. 

From Galena, by New Diggings, Millseat bend, Bower's 
branch, and Baltimore, to Mineral Point. 

From Dekorra to Prairie du Sac. 

From Prairie du Chien, by Grand Gris, Wright’s Ferry, and 
Warner’s, to the United States road at Daniel’s farm, 

From Sacville, by the forks of the Milwaukee, in township 3 
range 19. to the United States road. 

From Sheboygan to Fond du Lac. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 





IN SENATE, 
Tvuespay, April 7, 1840. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, in compliance with the 
provisions of the act of June 25, 1834. regalating the value of 
certain foreign gold coins within the United States; which was 
re erred to the Committee on Finance,and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHITE presented a memorial from citizens of Tippeca- 
nee county, Indiana, praying the passage of a general bankru;t 
iaw; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial of citizens of New 
York, praying the passage of ageneral bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ; 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of John Hutchins; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Commi‘ttee on Indian Affairs, to 
which was referred the bill for the relief of George Duvall, re- 
ported the same without amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
was referred House bill for the relief of Captain John Downes, 
Teported the same without amendment. 

r. II. from the same committee, to which were referred the 
bills from the House 

For the relief of John Underwood; and } 

Wes the relief of Sylvester Phelps, and the heirs of Charles 

on; 


ce nverente reports thereon; which were ordered to be 
nn 


Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which was referred 


the petition of James Rhinehart, made an adverse report 
thereon. 


DEATH OF THE HON. THADDEUS BETTS. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mr. Pagsipgent: The melancholy duty devolves upon me to an- 
hounce to the Senate the death of my colleague, the Hon. Tuap- 
808 Berrs, who departed this life this morning, a few minutes 
before six o’clock. I visited him yesterday at his lodgings, and 
though I was strongly impressed with the opinion of the ma. 
lignancy of his disease, it did not seem to be the opinion of those 
around him that he was in any immediate danger. My own in 
disposition, I trust, will be a sufficient apology for the brevity of 
my remarks on this melancholy occasion. Mr. Brrrs was a 
man ofa high order of intellect, and of varied and extensive ac- 
quirements. The confidence of the people of his State in his 
abilities and worth, was manifested by the many elevated and 
important public trusts to which their voices called him; 
and he discharged their various duties with honor to him. 
self, and satisfaction to the public. At the bar, few en 
Joyed a higher reputation, and the urbanity and courtesy which 
marked his inteycourse with his professional brethren, made 
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him a general favorite. In the relations of friend and citizen, 
the testimony ofall who had the pleasure of his acquaintance, 
will be given to the high estimation in which he was held. 

And though all his acquaintances mourn his loss, none can 
feel their bereavement with such intensity as those who looked 
to him as their protector: the wife has lost in him a kind and 
devoted husband; the children a fond and affectionate father. 


Mr. DAVIS then submitted the following resolutions: 

Resolved unanimously, That a committee be appointed to 
take order for superintending the funeral of the Hon. THap- 
Devs Berrs, which will take p'ace to-morrow, at half past 12 
o’clock; that the Senate will attend the same, and that notice 
thereof be given to the House of Representatives. 

Resolved unanimously, That the members of the Senate, 
from a sincere desire of showing every mark of respect due. to 
the memory of he Hon. Tuappgvs Berrts, deceased, late a 
member thereof, will go into mourning for him one month, by 
the usual mode of wearing crape on the left arm. 

Resolved unanimously. That, as an additional mark of r 
spect for the memory of the Hon. Tuappevs Betts, the Senate 
do now adjourn. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


———— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, April 7th, 1840. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the following message 
from the President of the United States:4 
Wasuinoton City, April 3, 1°40. 
Sir: In compliance witha resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 9:h ultimo, I communicate herewith, accom- 
panied by a report from the Secretary of War, “eopies of the 
arrangement entered into between the Governor of Maine and 
Sir John ewes Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick, 
through the mediation of Major General Scott, in the month of 
March last, 1839, together with copies of the instructions given 
to General Scoit, and of all correspondence with him relating to 
the subject of controversy between the State of Maine and the 
Province of New Brunswick.” 
Very respectfully 
Your obedient servant, 


M. VAN BUREN. 
Honorable R. M. T. Hunter, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. CLIFFORD, it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a communication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, made in compliance with 
an act of Congress of 28th June, 1834, enclosing a copy of a 
statement from the Director of the Mint at Philadelphia, show- 
ing the result of the assays made at that Mint of the coins refer- 
red to in said act; which was read, and, 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, ordered to lie on the table, 
and be ptinted. 

Mr. SWENEY said he on yesterday voted against granting 
leave to the gentleman from Kentucky |Mr. Davis] to introduce 
a bill vesting the appointment of District Attorneys and Mar- 
shals ofthe United States, in certain courts thereof, and pro- 
viding that the emoluments of the said attorneys sha!l, in no 
case, exceed $3,000. He had since learned that the biil was one 
of some importance; and he thought that it should, at least, be 
received and referred to an appropriate conimittee for examina- 
tion. Some of the marshals, he was (old, received at least 
$20,000 annually, by way of fees Such should not be the case. 
He did not wish the motion to be decided at that time. He 
then made the motion to reconsider, and moved that the ques- 
tion thereon be postponed till Monday week; which motion was 

to. 

Mr. REED, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, made 
some remarks in relation to a memorial from numerous sea- 
men, praying Congress to legislate for their relief, which had 
been referred to that commitiee. He said it was a subject which 
properly belonged to the Committee on Commerce. On his 
motion, the Committee on Foreign Affairs was discharged from 
its further consideratio,,, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

This being the day specially set apart for the consideration of 
the bill to prevent frauds an the revenue, some conversation took 
place between Messrs. ADAMS, J. W. JONES of Virginia, and 
BROWN of Tennessee, as to the comparative importance of 

iving priority to the diplomatic appropriation bill, which had 
n made the special order of the day for Wednesday, in pre- 
ference to the bill above; both of which special orders were 
necessarily postponed, in consequence of the melancholy event 
which is announced below. The subject was, however, dis- 
posed of by 

Mr. ADAMS, on whose motion the bill to prevent frauds on 
the revenue was made the special order of the day for Wednes- 
eo ; 

r. HAND rose and said that he asked the indulgence of the 
House to allow him to offer a resolution calling on the Secretary 
of War for his plan for the permanent defence of the Northern 
and Northeastern frontier. Mr. H. said his colleague (Mr. 
Fit~mors,) yesterday offered a resolution of inquiry of the 
President, but that, as to the defences on our side, he believed 
embraced only the present “preparations” of our Government. 
He had also been informed chat the Military Committee here 
sent an inquiry to the Secretary, but that was rather confined 
to estimates of expenses. Now, Mr. H. desired to see the 
general plan of the Secretary forour permanent defence. He 
believed that as to the Western frontier, one had been already 
submitted, and he was informed that one had been matured for 
the Northern and Northeastern. That he desired should be com- 
municated to this House, and through it to the nation, that ac- 
tion could be had understandingly, andin any manner that 
might be thought jndicious. , ’ 

Mr. H. then offered the following resolution, which was 


read: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to con- 
municate to this House what works he considers necessary to 
be constructed in order to place the Northern and Northeastern 
frontiers in a prover and permanent state of defence. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina was understood to ob- 
ject to the resolution. 4 E 

Mr. WISE said he yesterday offered a resolution, which he 
thought no faptemes would have objected to, calling on the 
Secretary of War to give to the House a connected system of 
defences for all ourexposed territory. That resolution, how- 


309 


ever, was not considered. Now, he apprehended that if we 
sheuld go to war with Great Britain for the sake of this Aroos 
took country, that that would not be the point auacked. No; 
the great point of attack would be the seabyard cities, New 
York would be struck and laid under contribution; se, also, 
would New Orleans, Philadelphia, and Boston; and he might be 
be permitted to say, that with his kno + ledge of our present 
means of defence, onc single steam frigate, with her gun amid 
ships, would sink the great shit, Pennsylvania with one shot, 
and that three such steam ships would be sufficient te lay any vf 
our seaboard cities under contribuuon. It would require 11,000 


guns to man our fortifications, and we had not, he believed, 
1,100. He was for calling on the Secretary of War fora plan 
for the defence of the whole country, and not for a single por- 
tion of it. : 


Mr. HAND then moved for asuspension of the rules, toena 
ble him to offer his resolution. He did not see how the gentle- 


man from Virginia could have any objection to the introduction 
of the resolution, asit would be open to arnendmeut 
Phe question was then taken on suspending the rulea, and de 


cided in the affirmative—yeas 98, nays f°. there being two- 
thirds in the atfirmative, which were as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Wm. O 
Butler, John Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chittenden, Clifford, 
Cok uitt, Conner, Craig, Cranston, Crary, Crockett, Cross, 
Cushing, Dana, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Baril, Eas 
man, Ely, Everett, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Galbraith, 
James Garland, Granger, Hall, Hand, John Hastings, Haw 
kins, Henry, Itillen, Hotleman, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, How 
ard, Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kempshall, Leet, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, Mc 
Culloch, Mallory, Marvin, Mitchell, Montgomery, Newhard, 
Ogle, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Prentiss, Reynokla, Sam 
uels, Shaw, John Smith, Truman Smith, Starkweather, Steen- 
rod, Strong, Stuart, Swearingen, Sweney, Philip F. Thomas, 
Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Vroom, Peter J. Wagener, 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Hen 
ry Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher MH. Williams, 
and Wise—98 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Bell, Bond, Briggs, Brock 
way, Albert G. Brown, Chapman, Chinn, Coles, Jas. Cooper, 
Corwin, Crabb, Garret Davis, Dawson, Dillet, Edwards, Rice 
Garland, Geniry, Giddings, Griffin, Grinnel, Habersham, W.8 
Hastings, Hawes, Charles Johnston, King, McCarty, Nisbet, 
Palen, Preffit, Randolph, Rariden, Russell, Shepard, Taliaferro, 
Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Triplett, Trumbull, Jehn 
White, and Lewis Williams—42, 

Mr. HAND then submitted his resolution, which was read; 
and before taking the question on which, however, 

A measage was received from the Senate by Mr. Dicxtns, 
their Secretary, announcing the death of the Hon. THapp&us 
Betts, late a Senator from Connecticut; which having been 


d 
"ee. OSBORNE, of Connecticut, then rose and said: 

Mr. Spgaker: The sudden and unexpected death of my dis 
tinguished friend, which has just beeo announced to the House, 
has filled my heart with grief so overwhelming, that I can 
hardly trust myself to pay the usual tribute to his memory. He 
has been taken from his friends, from society, and from the 
councils of the nation, in the meridian of his usefulness, and the 
fulness of his intellect. 

Icannot here attempt to sketch the character or do justice to 
the eminent talents and manly virtues of my deceased friend 
He was distinguished for acuteness of intellect, vigor of under- 
standing, and soundness of judgment, no less than for the noble 
ness of his soul and the probity of his life. 

The deceased was educated to the profession of law, and was 
early brought in contact with the most eminent men thai have 
ever adorned the bar of New Enganid. It issuffictent to say 
that he sustained and distinguished himself among such men 
as Daggett, Sherman, Smith, and Sherwood. 

Inall the relations of life, his character was marked with bo- 
nor and integrity. He had filled many important public trusis 
in his own State, and was at length called to represent her in 
the higher branch of the National Legislature. Had his life 
been preserved, he would have become one of ite most useful 
and distinguished members. But Connecticut has again been 
called to mourn the loss of a distinguished citizen and Sena- 
tor. Let us bow with submission to the diepensations of Pro- 
vidence. 

This is not the place to indulge in private griefs. 1 will only 
say, that a wife has lost a husband, children have lost a father, 
and a wide circle have lost a friend; their only consolation is in 
the hopes and promises of that religion of which the deceased 
was, I trust, a sincere professor. 


r. O. concluded by offering the following resolution: 
Resolved, unanimously, That this House will attend the fu- 
neral of the Hon. THappgvs Bertrs, late a member of the Se- 
nate from the State of Connecticut, to-morrow, at half past 12 
o'clock; and as a testimony of respect for the memory of the 
deceased, will go into mourning, and wear crape for thirty 


days. 
Which was unanimously adopted; when, 
On motion of Mr. STORRS, from Connecticut, as a further 
epeeet of respect for the memory ef the cone 
The House adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 12 o’clock. 





IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, April 8, 1840. 

The Sena'e met at 12 o’clock, pursuant to ad- 
journment, for the purpose of attending the funeral 
obsequies of the Hon. ‘THapprvs Berrs, late a Se- 
nator from the State of Connecticut. 

The Committee of Arrangements, Pall-bearers, 
and Mourners, atiended at Mr. Hyatt’s, the late 
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residence of the deceased, at «leven o'clock, a. m. 
at which time the body was removed, in charge 
of the Committee of Arrangements, sttended by 
the Sergeans-al-Arms of the Senate, to the Senate 
Chamber, where the funeral service was performed 
by the Rev. Mr. Bares, and the sermon preached 
by the Rev. Mr. Cookman. 

The funeral procession then proceeded to the 
place of interment in the following order: 

The Chaplains of both Houses. 
Physicians who attended the deceased. 
Committee of Arrangements : 

Mr. Davis, Mr. Linn, 
Mr. Critrenven, Mr. Pierce. 
Mr. Henpeason. 

Pall Bearers. 
Mr. Cray, of Ky. 
Mr. Ciarron, Mr. F reston, 
Mr. Dixon, Mr. Roane. 

The Family avd Friends of the deceased. 
The Senator and Represen.alives from the State ot 
Connecticut, as mourners. 

The Sergeant-at-Arme of tne Senate of the United 
States. 

The Senate of the United States, preceded by the 
Vice President and Secretary. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Represen- 
tatives. 

The House of Representatives, preceded by their 
Speaker and Clerk. 

The President of the United Siates. 

Heads of Departments. 

Foreign Ministers. 

Citizens and Strangers. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weopwespay, Apri! 8, 1840. 

The House assembled, puisuant to adjourn- 
ment; and, after the journal was read, 

Mr ADAMS rose and said that, in order that 
the House might carry into effect the resolution 
adopted on yesterday, in relation to attending the 
faneral of Tuappeus Berrs, deceased, Senator 
from the State of Connecticut, he would move that 
the House adjourn; which motion being con- 
curred in, 

The House adjourned. 


Mr. Lumprin, 








(Mr. Mitier moved, on the 17th February, that the petitions 
and papers of the following named persons, citizens of Missou- 
ri, heretofore presented te Congress, and now on the files of the 
House, be taken therefrom, and referred to the several commit- 
teee hereafter named, viz: That the petition and papers of 
Francis Roy, Austin Foy, and John B. Danger, claiming com- 
pensation for depredations committed on their property by cer- 


tain Indians therein named, be taken from the files of the | 


House, and referred to the Comm'tiee of Claims; that the peti- 
tion and papers of the heirs of Apollos Cooper, heretofore pre- 
sented to Congress, claiming seven years’ half-pay fer his ser- 


vices as alieutenantin the army of the Revolution, be taken | 
from the files of the House, and referred to the Committee on | 
Revolutionary Claims; thatthe petition and papers of William | 


Nicholas, asking compensation for two horses lost by him in 
the year 1815, while in the service of the United States, and 
heretofore presented to Congress, be taken from the files of the 
Huse, and referred to the Committee of Claims: he also begged 


leave to refer therewith, to the same committee, the affidavit of | 


John Ruland, being additional testimony in suppott of said 
claim; that the petition and 
com 
the Sac and Fox Indians, and heretofore 
be taken from the files of the House, an 
mittee of Claims; thatthe 
asking compensation for depredations committed on his pro- 
perty by certain Indians, be taken from the files of the House, 
and referred to the Committee of Claims; that the petition and 
papeis of the heirs of Joshua Rishop, praying compensation for 
depredations committed on the property of the said Bishop by 
certain Indians, be taken from the files of the House, and re- 
ferred to the Commitiee of Claims; that the petition and papers 
ef Samuel Davis, William Brown, and Maston H. Arthur, ask- 
ing pre-emptions to certuin lands therein described, be taken 
from the files of the House, and referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands.) 


uN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, April 9, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a report of the Second 
Auditer of the Treasury, made agreeably to law, 
showing the dirbursements or application of mo- 
neys, goods, or effects, for the benefit of the In- 
dians, from October 1, 1838, to the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1839; which was read, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War, in 
compliance with a resolution ef the Senate, rela- 
tive to the application of a mineral solation to the 
preservation of timber, called ‘ Kyanizing;” 
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whch was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Welcome 
A. Robbins, Thomas J. Robbins, and F. M. Rob- 
bins, of Missouri, praying the confirmation of their 
title to a tract of land; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. L. also presented the petition of Henry H. 
Duvall and others, citizens of the State of Missouri, 
praying that Willam Tripkette may be confirmed 
in the right of pre-emption to a tract of land; which 
was referred to the Commitiee on Private Land 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. L. a'so presented the petition of a namber 
of citizens of the State of Missouri, praying the es- 
tablishment of a post route; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Pest Office and Post Roads, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presenied the petition 
of Chandler Sherwin and Benjamin Campbell, 
praying the right of pre emption to an island lying 
in the Mississippi river; which was teferred to the 
Committee on the Pablic Lands. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memoria! of a 
number of cit:zensof Washington, in the District 
of Columbia, praying the recharter of the banks in 
the city. of Washington; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition 
of Thomas Daniel; which was re erred to the Com- 
mittee on Mili ary Affairs. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of John 
L. Mersereau, praying remuneration for his ser- 
vices as a spy during the Revolutionary war; 
which was referred to the Cummittee on Revola- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of the 
officers of the corps of engineers, opposed to the 
bill to regulate the pay and allowances of the 
officers of the line and the staff of the army, and 
praying that the same may not become a law; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented resolutions passed by 
the Legislature of the State of Maine, instructing 
the Senators, and requesting the Representatives of 
said State in Congress to use their exertions to 
procure the passage of an act to make provision 
for granting indemnity to sufferers by French spo- 
liations upon American commerce, prior to the 
year 1800; which were laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. R. also submitted a preamble and resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of the State of Maine in 
favor of a general bankrupt law; which were 
referred to the Commitiee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PORTER presented a memorial of a num- 
ber of citizens of the United Siates. in favor of esta- 
blishing a communication between the valley «f 
the Chio river and the Oregon Territory; which 
was referred to the Select Committee on the Oregon 
Territory. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of a number of 
citizens of township 20, range 3 west, in Sumpter 
county, Alabama, praying to locate a section of 
land for the use of schools in lien of one of which 
they have been deprived; which was referred to the 
Comm t'ee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a preamble and resolu- 
tions passed by the General Assembly of the State 
of Ohio, instructing the Senators aad requesting the 
Representatives of that State to use their exertions 
to procure the passage of a law authorizing the 
sale of the public Jands lying adjacent to the lands 
hitherto granted to that State for the construction 
of canals; which were referred to the Commitiee on 
the Public Lands. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, te which was referred the petition of Jubal 
B. Hancock, made a report thereon, which was or- 
dered to be printed, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Mary Linn, 
widow of David Linn, made an adverse report 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 





Mr. PRESTON, by unanimous consent, asked 
and obtained ieave to introduce a joint resolution 
authorizing the Committee on the Library to take 
measures for the importation of the sitaine of 
Washington by Greenhow; which was read and 
ordered to a second reading. : 

Mr. KING, from he Committee on Commerce 
to which was referred House bill for the rel ef of 
Nathan Levy, reported the same without amend. 
ment. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, io which was referred the petition of 
John Johnston, made an adverse report thereop- 
which was ordered to be printed. , 
BANK OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reporied a bill to incorpo. 
rate the Bank of the District of Columbia; which 
was read,and ordered to a second reading. 

[The bi!l provides, that John P. Van Ness, Thos, 
Carbery, George Parker, Francis S. Key, John 
Boyle, William A. Bradley, Thomas Blagden, Ben- 
jamia O. Tayloe, William Gauaton, John P. Io. 
gle, George Thomas, John Carter, E. M. Lin- 
th:icum, John Kurtz, Phineas Janey, Henry Dan- 
gerfield, and John C. Vowel, shall act as commis. 
sioners to receive subscriptions to the stock of the 
Bank of the District of Columbia, with a capital 
of two millions of dollars, divided into shares of 
fifty dollars each, to be located in the city of 
Washington, with branches in Georgetown and 
Alexandria, the chatter to expire in 1855. The 
charters of the present banks of the District are 
extended until ninety days after the new bank shall 
go into operation. } 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu. 
tion: 

Resolved, Tnat the Senate will not consider or 
discuss any bill for the renewal of a bank charter 
in the Distict of Columbia, while the said bank 
refuses to pay specie for its notes and deposites, 
or-circnlates notes of any banks so refusing. 

Mr. NORVELL submited the foilowing, which 
was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be instracted to inquire into the expediency of 
making an appropriation of morey to enable the 
President of the United States to negotiate for the 
extinction of the Indian titles to the residue of the 
lands in the upper peninsula of Michigan, claimed 
by the aborigines of that peninsula. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to send to the Senate all the papers, cr 
copies of papers, in his Depariment, rela'ing to 
the claims of James Allen to a pre-emption right 
.n the State of Missouri. 

+ The resolution submitted some days since by 
Mr. Hosgarp was considered and agreed to. 

_ The bili granting to the county of Kalamazoo, in 
the State of Michigan, the right of pre-empticn to 
a quarter section of land, and for other purposes; 
and 

The bill authorizing the relinqoishment of the 
s'xteenth sections granted for the use of schools, 
and the entry of other lands in lieu thereo!, 
were severally read a third time and passed. 

The bill to author'ze the President of the United 
Sta'es to raise one thousand five hundred men, (0 
serve against the Fiorida Indians, was, on motion 
of Mr. PIERCE, recommitted to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. : 

The bill granting to the Sate of Michigana 
quanty of land to.aid said Siate in the construction 
ef acanal around the Fallsof St. Marie, coming 
up on its third reading, 

Mr. MERRICK demanded the yeas and nays 
on its passage. . 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said that this bill bad 
very quietly progressed to its present position, bu! 
as yet he had not heard a singe word by way o! 
argument in its favor. He wuld like to heat 
from the friends of the bill scme reason for 
grant of this vast quantity of the public domain. 

Mr. NORVELL said that if the Senator bad 
been present when the bill was considered in com- 
mittee, and ordered to be , he would have 
heard various reasons adduced in its favor, aod 


merch 
jnteres 
ment c 
countr 
known 
munic 
Lea 
the cc 
referre 
ordere 
The 
ness in 
from | 
of whi 
last; bi 
by the 
the ott 
ing we 
Rese 
to com 
siders. 
ihe Ne 
per an 
Mr. 
substit 
modifi 
Mr. Vi 
Reso 
is here 
soon ; 
nected 
steam 
batteri 
tional 
ry tot 
uses b 
this Hi 
partme 
P. Gai 
sional 
any su 
the S 
cretary 
own a 
ing su 
ately ; 
Cost a 
Ment, 
Mr. 
to that 
Plan n 





— eT TS. 


- sa eS ee ee OS OS See eS,ClCU SC al - + 


ao? ec mm w 


ee 
such as appeared satisfaciory to all the Senators 
who were present. He would, however, consent 
that the bill should be postponed for the present, to 
ive Senators time to make themselves acquainted 
with its provisions, but would call it up at a very 
early day. ‘ 

The bill was then informally passed over. 

The bill to revive the act entitled ‘* An act to 
enable claimants to land within the limits of Mis- 
souri and the Territory of Arkansas to institute 
procee ings to try the validity of their claims,” ap- 

roved the twenty sixth of May, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-four, and an act amending the same, 
and exteading the provisions of said acts to claim- 
antsto land wihin the States of Louisiana and 
Mississippi, being taken up as in Committee of the 
Whole, was discussed by Messis. LINN, GRUN- 


_ pY, SEVIER, BENTON, MOUTON, KING, 


CLAY of Kentucky, and HENDEX&SON; and 
afler various amendments had been adopted, the 
pill, asamended, was ordered to be printed. 
The Senate then went into Executive business, 
And afterwards adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, April 9, 1840. 

The journal having been read: 

Mr. LINCOLN asked the unanimous leave of 
the House, in behalf of his colleague, Mr. Aszor 
Lawrence, Still confined to his room by sickness, 
to submit acommunication from the Hon. Thomas 
H. Perkins of Bostcn, and a great number of the 
merchants of Boston and Salem, Massachusetts, 
interested in the China trade, containing a state- 
ment of intelligence recently received from that 
county, which has nct before been made publicly 
known, with a view to the reference of the com- 
munication to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Leave being granted, Mr. Lincoin presented 
the communication; and upon his motion, it was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order was the resolution of the gen'leman 
from New York, Mr. Hanp, for the introduction 
of which the rules had been suspended on Tuesday 
last; bat the action on wh'ch had_ been suspen‘ed 
by the annunciation of the death of a member of 
the other body; which resolution was in the follow- 
ing words: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
lo communicate to this House what works he con- 
siders necessary to be constructed in order to place 
the Nortsern and Northeastern frontiers in a pro- 
per and permanent state of defence. 

Mr. WISE regested Mr. Hanp to accept, as a 
substitute therefor, or, if not as a substitute, as a 
modification, the following resolution offered by 
Mr. W. on Monday las: 

_ Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he 
ishereby, requested to lay before this House, as 
soon as practicable, a report of a full and con- 
nected system of national defence, embracing 
steam and other vessels of war, and “floating 
batteries” for coast and harbor defence; and na- 
tonal foundries, and the internal means auxilia- 
ty to these for transportation and other warlike 
uses by land; and that he be requested to furnish 
his House with the reporis submitted to his De- 
partment, at any time, by Major General Edmund 
P.Gaines, or other person, or persons, of profes- 
sional experience, of their “plans of defence,” if 
any such have been submitted, with the views of 
ihe Secretary of War thereon. And that the Se- 
cretary furnish an estimate of the expenses of his 
°wn and other plans be may report, distinguish- 
ing such parts of plans as ought to be immedi- 
ately adopted and prosecuted, with the probable 
“= and ume of their prosecution and commence- 
nt, 

Mr. HAND said he had no particular objection 

'o that resolution, as an addition; but the whole 
might rot be prepared, and he wished it so 
Passed as to avo d delay. If it was added as a sub- 
Stautive resolution, the Secretary might send that 
potiion relating to the Northern and Northeastern 
er at once, . 

Mr. WISE then moved his resolution, by way of 

amendment, as.an additional one; which was un- 
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derstood to be accepted by Mr. Hann as a modifi- 
ca ion of his. 

The question then being cn the resolution as 
modified, 

Mr. WISE said that his resolution embraced ‘an 
entire system of national defence—a system which, 
it seemed to him, ought to have been entered on 
long ago. This Government, he would venture to 
say, in the face of a threatened war, wasin the most 
defenceless condition of any in the world. There 
was not a power on earth, civilized or barbarous, 
with a tithe of the physical force which this coun- 
try could employ, that had not now in active ope- 
ration more means of defence than we. In fact, 
our condition was worse than if we had never spent 
a dollar on our sj stem of fortifications. There was 
scarcely a fort on our seaboard that was notin a 
condition to be taken by the enemy, and to be used 
against ourselves, instead of being a fort for our 
own defence. He would net now go into the 
inquiry whose fault it was, from the time that we 
had the celebrated excitement on the three million 
appropriation down to this moment, when we stood 
now in the presence of the British lion himself—he 
would not now stop to inquire who was to blame 
for the helpless condition of our country, left, as it 
was, to the mercy of any foe that possessed mari- 
time power. He would not now stop to comment 
on the utter, reckless folly of talking of a war with 
Great Britain about a few pine logs in Maine, 
when our commerce, our na'ional honor, our lives, 
and every portion of our frontier, we exposed to 
British aggression and British bayonets. 

Mr. HAND said, that on this subject he was no 
alarmist. He well knew the deep injury that our 
commercial interests might sustain by an exciting 
and injudicious debate there. All he desired now 
was, that the House might be fully informed on 
this important subject. 

Mr. WISE. Iam no alarmist. I have no idea 
that there isto be a war. But I go for the necessity 
of fortifica'ions upon the most liberal scale for a 
peace establishment. 

Mr. HAND said he had not supposed this reso- 
lution would interrupt the regular business of the 
House by debate. ‘The answers to this and the 
other calls on the President and Departments, and 
probably the report of the Military Committee, 
would soon be in, and then would, he thought, be 
the time for discussion, and he fe't constrained 
again to move the previous ques‘ion. 

Mr. ADAMS appealed to Mr. Hanp to with- 
draw his motion for the previous question. 

Mr. HAND was understood to insist on his ca!l 
for the previous question. 


Mr. ADAMS said he wished to say a word on 
this subject, because he found that there was among 
hisown constituents, and among that portion of 
the people of this country who were now, by the 
act of God, deprived of the services of tveir im- 
mediate Representative, [Mr. Lawrence,] much 
anxiety in relation to it. He concurred perfectly 
in the opinion last expressnd by the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Wisk] He thought that 
there was not the slightest danger at this moment 
of a war with Great Britain, nor for years to come. 
He (Mr. A.) said not for years to come, and he 
hoped this statement would be reported to his consti- 
tuents, and to those next to his own district—the 
people of the city of Boston, who were probably as 
deeply interested In the preservation of peace with" 
Great Britain as any portion of the people of the 
United States. 


Mr. RHETT rose to inquire of the Speaker 
whether the demand for the previous question was 
Or was not withdrawn? 

Mr. HAND was understood to say he had not 
withdrawn it. 

Mr. ADAMS regretted, he said, that the gen. 
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. Ruerr] was 
unwilling to hear that there was no danger of a 
war with Great Britain. The previous question 
had been withdrawn, and he hoped he would not 
be again interrupted. 

Mr. RHETT. The gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Hann] says he has not withdrawn the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. HAND said he had not withdrawn it, bat 


311 


naan 


would do so on the promire of the gentleman fiom 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] to renew it. 

After some confnsion, cries to ouder, &c. 

Mr. ADAMS was underst-od to say that he 
would re.ew it, and spoke in substance as foltows, 
(as published in the National Intelligencer.) 

He stat-d, for the benefit of his constituents, and 
of the iinmediate neighborhood of his constitu- 
ents, and of the people of the whole country, that 
he did not apprehend, in the slightest degree, that 
there wes any immediate danger of a war with 
Great Br:taiu, or for years to come. And he found- 
ed this opinion on two things: In the first place, 
he founded it on the message of the President 
of the United States at the commencement of 
the present sesiion, in which he (Mr. A.) thought 
there was not a single word ef recommendation 
to the people to prepare themselves for that great 
and terrible conflict which must ensue whenever 
we came in conflict with Great Britain. From the 
day he saw that message, he concluded in his own 
mind that there was uo danger of a war with 
Great Britain. And why? Because he was sure 
that, if the President of the United States himself 
had the slightest apprehension of danger of an 
immediate or early collision, it would have been 
wrong in him not to have recommended very 
strong and extensive preparations for that event. 
When, after that message was delivered, he (Mr. 
A.) saw weeks upon weeks pass away under an 
apprehension on the part of the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States and of many of the members of this 
House that there was danger of war; when he 
saw the correspondence which had taken place 
(and which had from time to time been communi- 
cated to Congress) between the Secretary of State 
and the British Minister here—he confessed he 
had waited to see on what ground it was that the 
President of the United States had concluded that 
there was not the slightest danger of a collision 
with Great Britain at present. 

When the last correspondence was communi 
cated to the Senate—and when a gentleman, the 
chairman of the Commit ee on Foreign Affairs in 
this House [Mr. Pickens] sounded the alarm—an 
alarm which had pervaded the whule country—he 
(Mr. A.} felt adegree of concern and apprehen 
sion himself, not then having seen the correspond- 
ence. But the very next morning he saw it; and, 
in the last letter from the Secretary of State to the 
British Minister, he saw the grounds upon which 
the President had come to such a conclusion, and 
very safely come to it. That correepondence, as 
all must have observed, has been of an irritating 
character. There was anger, passion, feeling, upon 
both sides; and the community and many mem- 
bers of Congress, seeing these expressions of irrita- 
tion, probably came to the conclusion, unneces:a- 
rily as he thoueht, that there was danger of an im- 
mediate collision. 

He, a: soon as he saw the last letter of the Se- 
cretary of Siate, became satisfied that there was no 
such danger; for, in the very heat and tempest of 
the passion, the Secretary of State broke off, and 
said that, from the day on which the President of 
the United States entered upon the daties of his 
station, he had determined that, in the event of the 
two parties not being able to come to an under- 
standing by means of their negotiations, he would 
propose a reference of the great question at issne, 
for the second time, to a third party. To this the 
very natural reply of the British Minister was, that 
this was a new proposition, which he could only 
communicate to his Government, as he would im- 
mediately do. And that was the position in which 
the matter now stood. One of two things must be: 
either there was a proposition already on the part 
of Great Britain to accept a proposition heretofore 
made on the part of the Government of the United 
States—and that, of course, would necessarily pre- 
vent collision,—or the Government of Great Bri- 
tain must determine whether it would accept of 
this proposition for a reference. Now, he said thet 
the Government of Great Britain could not refuse 
this proposition; and when the question was refet- 
red to.a third power, we should have no war from 
that time forward until at any rate the arbitrators 
had come to a decision, which would take years. 


There was one other possibility which might in- 
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duce collision; which was, that. while these negoti- 
ations were going on, the British Government 
might continue to encroach on the territory of tne 
United States as they were doing, and had been 
doing ever since this matier had approached to the 
appearance of hostility between the two countries. 
This was possible—nay, probable. On the other 
hand, we had, on the part of the people of Maine, 
manifestations of a spirit not to submit, for any 
great length of time, to these continual encroach- 
ments—partially denied—partially, so to speak, 
prevaricated away in the correspondence between 
the British M:nister and the Secretary of State; 
but still going on in the disputed territory, in 
which the British authorities might continue to ad- 
vance until they had all they claimed, and proba- 
bly a grext deal more, It remained for the people 
ot Maine to decide whether they would submit to 
itor noi. He believed they would submit to the-e 
encroachments, and that there would be no act on 
the part of this Government to sustain cr support 
them if they did not submit. 
the Representatives from Maine and Massachuse'ts 


in this House that the people of Maine would sut- | 
mit so long as it pleased the Government of Great | 


Britain to pursue them under this course of negoti- 
ation to be resumed by a*second reference. He 
presumed, however, that many of the Represenia- 
tives of the State of Maine understood the feelings 
of their people better than he did. 

Mr. A. then alluded to the course of the Govern- 
ment of Maine during the last spring—against 
which, Mr. A. said, he wou'd not at the time con- 
sent to the adoption of any proposition which even 
by imputation could cast censure upon the Gover- 
nor for his conduct. But, more recently, he (Mr. 
A.) had seen evidences of an exceedingly cvol and 
tame spirit coming from the State of Maine. He 
did not mean to say this was not very proper under 
the circumstances of the times; bui he had satisfied 
himself \hat there was no sort of danger to be ap- 


peoes from any act of the people of that State. | 


he Legislature of Maine declared at that time 
that if the Government of the United States did not 
take the matter up, they would do justice to them- 
selves. Now they declared that if the British went 
on encroaching there, and prevaricating here, as 


they had done and were doing, they would call cn | 


the Government of the United States to protect 
them. 

Mr. Smitn of Maine. What else, sir, did they 
say—thatif the General Government did not pro- 
tect them, they would protect themselves? 

Mr. A. said, all he intended to say was what he 
did not think any member from Maine would con- 
tradict, that, in the event of a second reference to a 


third power, the people of Maine would not com- | 


mence a war with Great Britain; if any one did 
—- it, let the two statements be put side by 
side. 

Mr. A. Situ said it was not his feeling, nor 
the feeling ot the people of Maine, that this ques- 
tion should be again sulunitted to a reference in the 
manner er at all under theterms upon which it was 
submitted by a former Administration. 

Mr. Apams said the gentleman was very cau- 
t0Us in nis declaration that the peop'e would not 
submit to axother reference. He (Mr. A) de- 
clared they would submit te it, and he said that 
they ought io submit to it in case the event should 
come: and one of his chief motives in addressing 
the House at this time was to say that he approved 
entirely of this determination on the part of the 
President of the United Siates. He thought the 
Chief Executive of this country was authorized to 
make such a reference,and he was gratified to find 
such a determination had been formed; for nothing 
could be more effectual in preventing that collision 
which many of them, and he among the number, 
were so apprehensive of. He believed it was the 
most pacific and conciliatory course which could 
have been delermined upun; for that reason he ap- 
proved of it, and it would be approved by the 
whole of the civilized race of mankind. It came 
precisely to that point in reference to which so 
many petitions had been brought into this House, 
and to which he wished the House had paid more 
attention—that was to say, a general principle 
which, by the force of public opinion, should eom- 


He gave warning to | 


| 
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pel all Governments in the world to resort to this 
pacific mode of setiling difficulties rather than bya 
resortto war. The two nations—the British peo- 
ple and the people of the United States—he might 
say unanimously, for he scarcely b<lieved there 
was aman but who deprecated a war between the 
two nations—all deprecated a resort to war. The 
reference of the quesiion to arbitrators was an 
honorable mode of proceeding; no nation could re- 
fuse to adopt such a course. The British Govera- 
ment, he maintained, must compulsively, whether 
they would or not, accept the proposition; and if 
not compelled, they would do it from motives ef 
policy; and therefore he concluded there was no 
danger ofa war. The only doubthe could enter- 
tain would be that the people of Maine, in the im- 
patience and impetuosity which they must natu- 
rally feel for their own interests and their own 
rights, might, by their own indiscretion, commence 
hostilities. He did not, however, apprehend such 
an event, nor did he still believe that any member 
would rise and say that there was danger of war 
from that source. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine said he had listened with 
profeund attention to the remarks of the venerabie 
gentleman from Massachusetts, touching a ques- 
tion of absorbing interest to the people of Maine, 
and he confessed his inability to comprehend them, 
Mr. S. was so unfortunate as to misapprehend the 
tenor of those remarks, or they embraced proposi- 
tions wholly inconsistent with each other. The 
gentleman had said, that, when this question was 
agitated in the last Congress, an‘! the conduct of 
the Government of Maine, in calling cut the mili- 
tary force o! the State to repel the invaders of her 
soil, was the subject of ayimadversion, he had been 
among the foremost to defend the course which 
Maine had pursued. He had not suffered the 
slightest reproach to be east upon her. Maine had 
done precisely as she should have done under the 
circumstances. There was a pa’pable invasion of 
her territory, and she had acted nobly in repelling 
it. Bat the gentleman seems now to think that 
the peace of the country may be preserved, if 
Maine, by some act of indiscretion and rash- 
ness, do not disturb it. The territory of the 
State, solemaly and repeatedly declared to be 
so by the National Government—known to be so 
by Great Britain herself—was now in the occupa- 
tion of foreign troops. The soil of Maine, the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts declares, is; at this mo- 
ment, encroached by British troops, and that sach 
encroachment will be continued and persisted in by 
Great Britain, and quietly submitted to by the Uni- 
ted States, unless the people or Government of 
Maine, by some act of indiscretion or rashness, in- 
tercept our peaceable relations with that country! 
And the gentlemen te'ls us furthermore, that the 
proper course to adjust the question, is to propose 
another reference, which he says Great Britain will 
not and cannot refuse, and which it will take years 
to bring it to an issue—and he then tauntingly 
gives notice to the people of Maine, that although 
pending this reference, the encroachments of Eng- 
land will be continued, they must and will quietly 
and peaceably submit to them, and that any resist- 
ance on their part will be rash and tndisereet, and 
tend to involve the country in a war! 

Mr. 8. repelled this idea of passive obedience 

.and non-resisiance on the part of Maine. There 
had been nothing in the course of her Government 
to justify it. Mr. S. called upon the gentleman 
from Massachvsetts to point out the “tame spirii” 
of which he pretended to have seen recent evidence 
in that State. The resolutions very lately adopted 
by her Legislature were, in let'er and spirit, wholly 
at variance with tameness or servility. And Mr. 
S. assured the gentleman from Massachusetts, and 


|| the country, that no attachment to party would be 


suffered to swerve the people of that State from a 
persevering and determined maintenance of their 
constitutional and unalienable rights. 

But the geatieman from Massachusetis, who came 
forward so honorably to sustain the military opera- 
tions of Maine, in the /ast Congress, upon the 
ground that they were justifiable, seems now 
to think that a similar course on her pait 
would be rash and indiscreet, and _ that 


it is her duty to submit to the continued encroach- 





ments of England for years to come. Mr. 8. was 
wholly unable to comprehend the distinction pe. 
tween an invasicn of Maine last year, and a mili. 
tary occupation the present year. And he assured 
the gentleman that the people of Maine would not 
understand it. The same regard for the honor of 
their State—for the integrity of its territory—fo, 
their own character as American citizens—which 
prompted the people of Maine to resist and repel 
the invasiun of her soil upon a former occasion 
still existed. They had the same distinguished 
gentleman at the head of the Government; and the 
people of this country might be assured that he 
would never permit the State over which he pre. 
sided to be disgraced by foreign encroachments, 
The gentleman from Massachusetts had spoken jn 
high terms of that functionary. Mr. 8S. expresseq 
h's thanks to the gentleman for the just manner jn 
which he had spoken of the Governor of Maine, 
As a Representative of the people of that State, 
and as a personal friend of that distinguished indi. 
videal, he tendered him his unfeigned thanks. 
Mr. S. had the fullest assurance that the rights 
of Maine were duly regarded by the National Ad. 
ministration. He had never doubted the dispo- 
sition of the Executive to extend the protection of 
the nation over the entire territory of that State; 
aod he had unshaken confidence in the patriotism 
of the people of the whole country to sustain the 
Government in every measure necessary for the 
accomplishment of that purpose. He dd not 
agree with the gentleman from Massachusetts in 
regard to the tone of the correspondence last com- 
municated to Congress between the Secretary of 
State and the British Minis‘er. He considered the 
letter of the Secretary, in reply io the British Mi- 
nister, an able, dignified, and statesmanlike paper, 
and a most triumphant vindication of the rights 
of Maine, and the action of her Government in 
regard to the boundary question, and, at the same 
time, evinced the full determination of the Go- 
vernment of the nation to sustain and defend them. 
It was such a paper as was to have been ex- 
pected from the source from which it emanated. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts bad spoken 
of a reference as the proper mode of adjusting and 
finally sett ing this vexed question. In regard to 
that matter, Mr. S. believed he expressed the views 
of the whole people of Maine, when he stated that 
they would never consent to a reference in the 
manner, and under the terms, upon which the ques- 
tion was referred under a former Administration. 
But Maine had set up no claim to territory, the 
justice of which she was not willing to submit to 
the strictest scrutiny. She was williog that the 
line designated by the treaty of 1783, betweea her 
territory and the British provinces, should be run 
and marked, and finally settled by disinterested 
and scientific individuals, who should be required 
to go upon the territory with the treaty, and pel- 
form this service. To such a reference, Mr S. be- 
lieved Maine would not object. Any other, insti- 
tuted upon terms which would render a just deci- 
sion less certain, she would most strenuously 
resist. : 
Mr. W. THOMPSON said that the information 
sought in the resolution had been communicated 
informally to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and that it was now before that committee for the 
purpose of being acted upon. He was understood 
io say that he thought the best plan would be '0 
have the matter referred to the committee, that 
they might report upon it, and that the whole might 
be printed. Still, however, he would not raise any 
special objection to the adoption of the resolation. 
Mr. T. then proceeded to make some _—_ 
on the question to which the resolation looked. se 
thought there was no reason for this haste. He 
would say that the conduct of the General eer od 
ment in regard to Maine met his entire approva’- 
He was rejoiced to hear the remarks of the nr 
guished gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
Apams;) speaking out as all would have expe : 
him to do, not only with the spirit and ee 
of an American patriot, but with the wisdom . 
American statesman. He (Mr. T.) had not receo 
ly believed there was any danger of war, tho 
he did believe so at the last session of Con “ 
He believed that in the condition in which 
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matter now stcod, war was impossible. Great 
Britain must accede to the proposition as made; if 
not, she would accede to it with certain modifica- 
‘ions. He would say here, that whilst it was the 
duty of this Government to speak the language of 
yindess and protection to Maine, it was its duty 
iso to speak the language of firmness, nay some- 
what of siernness, to the auihorities of Maine. He 
jnew bow deeply exciting a ma'tera contest for 
yeritory was; but whilst Maine was given to un- 
jestand that we intended to protect her rights and 
give her the land (as to her right to which he had 
yo earthly doubt) or an equivalent for it—still 
he wished her to understand that, if a war came, 
i, wasour war. We took the matter out of het 
hands, and if we were to have a war, it was but 
right that we should have the negotiation too. It 
yas too absurd to think of the State of Maine talk- 
ing cf fightiog Great Britain. He repeated, as 
the war would be ours, if there was any, let us also 
have the negotiation. 

Mr. T. was not dispesed to act upon the matter 
of fortifications now, at all events. If there was to 
be a war, of a reasonable chance of a war—if 
tyre was one chance in one thousand that would 
justify putting the country in acondition to meet it, 
we cauld not arm too speedily nor tco closely. 
If not, we could not spend too li't'e in that way, for 
we had tco little to spend And if, when advices 
had been received from England, they should not 
be altogether pacific, and such as would justify the 
confident anticipation of peace, he was then ready 
to arm the country, not so much on the point of 
danger as Of national honor. He was not willing 
jo treat with Great Britain while British bayonets 
and British fortifications were scattered along the 
whole line of our coast; he desired to treat with 
ams in his hands. But he was not disposed to 
accelerate that state of things, or to create addi- 
tional fever temper in relation to this question. 
Six months would put us in acondition to resist 
any aggression; nay, he believed we might resist it 
without any fortifications atall. We had, thank 
God, the same means which enabled General Jack- 
son to meet the enemy on the plains of Louisiana. 
We had the same means of protection—the same 
sout hearts and strong hands in the freemen of this 
country. 

Mr. T. repelled the idea of invasion of the Ame- 
nean soil, and insisted that we had already fortifi- 
caions which, for a very little money, and in a few 
weeks, would put the country in a condition suc- 
cessfully to resist at ack. This led to some cross- 
questioning between Mr. T. and Mr. Wise, as to 
ihe state of the fortifications of the country. 

After which, Mr. HAND moved the previous 
question. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
laken; and, being taken, was decided in the affir- 
mative, 

So the resolution, as modified, was adopted. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, in relation to 
ihe condition of the banks of the United States; 
Vhich, on motion of Mr. Jones, of Virginia, was 
tid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES also moved that 2,000 copies extra 
te printed; which motion lies over, under the rule. 

2. Letter from the Second Auditor's office of the 
teasury Department, transmi'ting copies of such 
‘counts as have been rendered by persons charged 
‘Tinterested with the disbursement or application 
of moneys, or goods, or effects, for the benefit of 
ite Indians, from the Ist of October, 1838, to the 
uh of September, 1839, inclusive, &c. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS of Indiana, referred 
‘0 the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
mmunication in relation tothe New Jersey con- 

led election; which, on motion of Mr. CamrBett 


South Carsting; was referred to the Committee 


Mr. BOND rose and asked leave of the House 
°make a personal explanation. And leave was 
at wh ch explanation is copied frem the In- 

cer, as follows: 
following remarks were written out by Mr. 
“*nD, the Reporter not having heard them with 








sufficient accuracy even to attempt a report of 
them. Personal explanations, at the best, are diffi- 
cult and dangerous things for Reporters to meddle 
with—and are becoming insuperably so. ]|—Nat. Int. 

Mr. BOND rose, and afier addressing the Chair, 
said: I beg permission of the House, before pro- 
ceeding with the business of the day, to allow me 
a few moments for a matter of personal explana- 
tion. It relates to an account of a debate in which 
I partic’ pated last Tharsday, and which is publish- 
ed inthe Globe of Saturday evening. I intended 
02 Tues lay morning, as the same subject would 
then have come up for consideraton, to ask this 
permission; but the melancholy event of that day 
postponed all business until this moment. 

I will first use this occasion to say that I never 
expected to be truly represented in the Globe. In- 
dependent of the constant habit of that paper to tra- 
duee me, I have long since incurred the displea 
sure of one of its Reporters here by calling the at- 
tention of this House, in 1838, to the abuse of pub- 
lic patronage in suffering him ‘o absent himself 
from his place in one of the Departments, in which 
he held the office of aclerk. The account of the 
debate, as given in the Globe, suppresses much that 
I said, and represents me as first introducing im 
the debate the character and veracity of the Editors 
of the Ohio Statesman.* It was my purpose to be 


*The Reporter for the Globe regrets that he is again under the 
necessity of intruding himselfon the public in self-defence. Mr. 
Bonp of Ohio has not only assailed the correctness of his re- 
port, but his motives; and attributes what he callsa “garbled 
report,” to the displeasure he had incurred of one of the 
Globe’s reporters. Now, the Reporter who is particularly as- 
sailed, is onder the necessity of taking issue with Mr. Bonp di- 
rectly on this point. Howdoes the member know that he has 
incurred the displeasure of the humble individual he thus 
thoughilessly, c!arges with improper motives? Is he conscious 
of having done the Reporter wrong, or has he any acquaint- 
tance with him, or knowledge of his character, directly or indi- 
rectly, which warrants the belief that he harbors vindictive er 
uliberal feelings? The Reporter assures Mr. Bonn, and every 
gentleman of the Opposition party, that he has nv desire to mis- 
represent them, and that he cannot possibly see what advantage 
it would be to him, or to his party, to do so. Anxious 
to retain the reputation of a faithful reporter of debates, which 
he believes that he has earnad by many years of painful toil in 
the other hal! of the legislative body, the Reporter strives, ac- 
cording to his best ability, to give to the public a faithful ac- 
count of what passes in the House of Representatives. He 
does not pretend togivea verbatim report of every thing that 
is said in the discursive debates which so often occur. If he 
had as many hands as Briarevs he could notdoit; and though 
gentlemen have a right to expect of him, in whiting out their 
set speeches, to report them as nearly verbatim as possible, 
neither they nor the public would be served by setting down, 
word for word, every political skirmish that takes place. 
And now to the matter of which Mr. Bonp particularly com 
plains. The Reporter declares, most solemnly, that he had no 
intention todo that gentleman wrong, or to misrepresent him 
before the public. He believes now—and the very state 
ment of Mr. Bonn bears him out in it—that he report- 
ed, in substance, every material idea he advanced, aad 
he did not pretend to do more. It is readily admitted 
that Mr. Bonp did get up before Mr. Mason, and pro- 
nounce the statement read by Mr. Warrenson, from the Ohio 
Statesman, to be false. But this omission was wholly without 
any design, and cannot possibly convey a wrong impression, 
for itis stated in the report that Mr. Mason and Mr. Ronp both 
conuadicted it. In the remarks attributed te Mr. Bonn, as well 
as to his colleague, if there are any ideas conveyed that are not 
correct, the Reporter will cheerfully insert the correction; but 
he does not understand that any such charge is made. In- 
deed, if there was any fault at all in the brief sketch of Mr. 
Bonp’s remarks, it was ia softening the harsh language he used; 
and they who believe in the truth of that Scripture, “blessed are 
the peace makers,” will hardly censure the Reporter for that 
venial error. With regard to the remarks of Messrs. MepiLi 
and We ter, they are correct in substance, though they may 
not be literally the words used. These gentlemen being satis- 
fied, no one else has a right to complain. 

Ao explanation is now necessary in relation to a further 
charge made by Messrs. Bonp and Graves, that one of the Re- 
porters for the Globe being a clerk in one of the public offices,is 
permitted to absent himself from his duties during the session 
of Congress, drawing his salary at the same time. A few words, 
it is believed, wil! be sufficient to satisfy others, if not these two 
gentlemen, that in this transaction there is nothing wrong, and 
that no injury has accrued to the public servies in consequence 
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content with pronouncing the article from that pa- 
per giving an account of the Whig Conventien at 
Columbus as false and groundless. My colleague, 
{Mr. Mepitt,] in speaking of the Editors of that 
paper, said he had never heard their veracity ques- 
tioned. It was in answer to this that I felt obhged 
to introduce the name of one of them, aad state 
what I had seen published about him, 

And when I spoke of one hundred and sixty lies 
appearing in one part of that statement, it was also 
in answer to what my colleague [Mr. Meput] had 
said when he selected, as an evidence of the trath 
of the article, the names of the delegates to that 
convention from Muskingum county. I had seen 
it stated in a paper printed in that county, that the 
article in question contained one hundred and sixty 
lies in reference to those delegates, and so I stated 
to the House. ButI wish to ca!l the attention of 
my colleague to what he is represent.d as having 
said on the occasion. 

Mr. Bonp here read several passages from the 
Globe, and then proceeded. I desire my colleague 
to say whether he used this language, or these 
ideas. 

Mr. Meo. said he would answer when his col- 
league had finished his remarks. 

Mr. Bonp observed that he desired to treat his 
colleague with perfect respect; but wished his an- 
swer now. 

Mr. MEDILLsaid, that if his colleague preferred 
he should answer now,he had certainly no ob- 
jections to doso. With the order or arrangement 
of the debate, as reported in the Globe, he had 
nothing to do, nor was he prepared to say whether 
it was corrector not. He had not heard the re- 
marks of his colleague, |Mr. Mason,] and was sa- 
tisfied that his colleague (Mr. Bonn] h2d spcken 
last, although he might also have commenced the 
debate. Much allowance should be made for the 
Reporiers, when there is any noise or confusion 
in the House, and if they snueceed in giving 
the substance of what is said, there is no 
cause of eomplaint. He would not under- 
take to say at this length of time whether 
his own remarks, made on the occasion, were 
given verbatim or no’, nor would he now step to tax 
his recoilecticn, or that of his friends, to ascertain 
the fact. He made no immaterial issues. He 
had ouly to say tohis colleague, that until the lan- 
guage employed towards an absent citizen of his 
own State, and whch prompted their utterance at 
the time, was withdrawn, he endorsed them pre- 
cisely as reported, and held himself 1e-ponsible ac 
cordingly. 









of it. Oowing to the impossibility of Messrs. BLair and Riygs 
procuring a competent Reporter, the individual who is now 
serving them in that capacity, out of a sincere desire to serve 
them, as wellas to contribute al! in his power towards the dis- 
semination of correct intelligence, was induced w apply to 
the head of the office in which he served, General Wuitcoms, 
for a furlough during the session of Congress. This permis- 
sion has been granted for the two or three sessions past, but a'» 
ways on the condition of putting a competent clerk in the place 
thus temporarily vacated. Atthe commencement of this as. 
sion, General Watrcoms granted the furlough with great re- 
luctance; and it wae only on ascertaining, to his entire sa- 
tisfaction, that the duties of the station were in euch a condition 
that a new clerk could discharge them, that he granted it. So 
far from the Reporter absenting himself from his duties while 
they are unperformed, or he, or Messrs. Buarr and Rives, de. 
riving any pecuniary benefit from the transaction, the contiary 
is the fact. A clerk who writesa rapid and beautiful hand, and 
who isevery way competent, has been appointed to fill the va- 
cated situation for the sesssion of Congress; and this clerk has 
received, foreach and every month, one hundred dollars in spe- 
cie, the whole amount of the salary attached to the office, 
Brain and Rives paying the Reporter a higher salary. 
Ample proof of these facts the Reporter is ready to show to 
any one who wishes to see it. It may be asked what object the 
Reporter has in undertaking a laborious and thankless employ- 
ment, besides the increase of pay he receivesfrom Bram and 
Rives. He answers, a grateful sense of benefits received, 
which never can be forgotten while his heart continues to beat. 
Buarmand Kives gave him employment when he was in dis 
trese, and with 1 they gave him double the compensation he re" 
ceived from his former emplvyers, since which time he has re. 
ceived every evidence of their friendship and confidence. 


LUND WASHINGTON, Jr. 


April 1» 1840, 
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Mr. BOND replied that he would now make a 
few words answer bis purpose. My colleague did 
not ‘use the language, nor express himself, as it is 
now published. If. he had, sir, I would bave then 
noticed it. But Lhave tosay to him that he has 
consented to the publicaticn of a garbled ac- 
count of that debate. 

Mr. MEDILL inquired if his colleague was 
now through. 

Mr. BOND said he was. 

Mr. MEDILL said that his colleague had re- 
quested a distinct and categorical answer, and had 
seceived one. He would not be drawn into imma- 
terial issues dependent on either the recolleciion of 
himself or his colleague after the lapse of a weck. 
Aitbough he had not suffered as much as others 
daring the short time he had been on this floor, he 
was opposed to the practice that was obtaining of 
denouncing the reporters whenever we do not feel 
sat'sfied with the eppearance of our own remarks. 
It is not expected that every word that 
is uttered in debate, should be set down and repor'- 
ed. Itis enuugh that the substance is fairly and 
impartially given. My colleague is wholly mis- 
taken, in supposing he did not attack the personal 
character and veracity of the editors of the States- 
man. It was not until afier he did so, that Ll rose. 
All must recoll«ct the astonishment he affected, on 
finding any one who entertained the slightest confi- 
dence ia their honor or veracity. My colleague is 
equally unfortunate in his recollection of the 
manner in which allusion was made to the 
county of Muskingum. So far from intro- 
ducwwg it as an evidence of the correct- 
ne-s of the article in the Statesman, [ admitted 
that I had seen the statement in relation to that 
county contrad cted, and subsequently explained 
by the Statesman. Thus can my colleague fall 
into error, as weil asthe Reporers. In relation 
to the ‘account of that debate,’ I have nothing to 
do; and, in conclusion, will only add, that my own re- 
marks, as reported, and shown to me by my col- 
jeague, contain the substance of what was said on 
the orcasion. If not verbatim, 2s delivered, I de- 
sire 10 be ecnsidered as taking the resnonsibility off 
the Reporter, and, in the language «” the courts, 
adopt them as ‘hey now stand, nune -ro tune, so 
that my colleague may have an endorser without 
travelting beyond the bar. 

Mr. BOND stid. Then, sir, Lavain repeat, my 
colleague has consente! toa garbled account of 
that debate, and I have nothing to ietract.; 

Betore Mr. Bonp had taken his seat, 

Mr. WELLER addressed the Cuairn, when 

Mr. LOND observed that he had a word to say 
tehim also. I did net hear this gentleman on 
Thursday last, when he was called to order by the 
Cuair, and therefore asked that he might proceed. 
My colleague (Mr. Wetter] then added that he 
had sai! what be intended to say, and supp sed I 
understood him. Whether he then said what the 
Globe now reports, | know not, for he was at a 
distance from me; but, if I had heard him, I would 
have told him, as I now do, that lcan never mis- 
understand the yelping of a puppy. 

Mr. WELLER remarked that he cid not know 
that it was necessary for him to say any thing to his 
colleague over the way [Mr Bonp;] but as he had 
participated in the original debate which gave rise 
to this, he would detain the House a few moments. 
He then requested his colleague to repeat what he 
had said-just before taking his seat, as he was anx- 
ious to understand him. 

Mr. BOND said if he had understeod his eol- 
league [Mr. Wevver] as charging him with ungen- 
tlemanly conduct, as he was rc ported, he wc uld have 
regarded it as the yelpings of a puppy. 

Mr. WELLER then said he believed the report 
in the Globe was correct, alihough the language as 
reported was not perhaps as strong as he used. He 
said he did intend that his colleaeue [Mr. Bonn] 
should unders'and him as charging that his con- 
duct in dragging before this House a private citi- 
zen of Ohio, and applying tohim the appellation of 
“lying Jake,” was indecent, uagentlemanly, and un- 
becoming a member of this body. 

Mr. W. was here called to order, and objections 
being made to his preceeding, Mr. Brown of Mis- 
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sissippi moved that he be permitted to proceed, 
which was granted, 

Mr. W. then said this was what he designed his 
colleague, [Mr. Bonn] should uaderstand in his re- 
marks last week, when he charged him with inde- 
centconduct. The language I then used, said Mr. 
W. was sufficiently plain to be understoed by any 
man, and I cannot doubt my colleague so under- 
stood me, his assertion to the contrary notwith- 
standing 

It will be recollected, said Mr. W. by those who 
were present on that occasion, that my colleague 
{Mr. Bono] had risen ia his place and deciared that 


the statement in the Columbus paper in re- 
lation to the delegates appointed to the 
State convention was a tissue of lies from 


beginning to end. Soon after he took his 
seat, said Mr. W. I rose and stated that the list of 
the delegates appointed in the district which I had 
the honor to represent here was, I believed, correct. 
My colleague again took the the floor, and I then, 
said Mr. W. asked him distinctly whetier he in- 
tended to impeach the correctness of my statement; 
and that, if he did, | had a word to say to him. Sir, 
said Mr. W. if he had dene so I should have been 
compelled to bestow an epivhet on him which he 
wou/d have understood. I should have told him, 
said Mr. W. to his teeth, that he had uttered a base 
falsehood. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky called Mr. W. 
to order, and objected to his proceedinz, and he 
was compelled to take his seat. 

Mr. WELLER desired to say a few words 
more, but the House refused. 

Mr. ‘TAYLOR of Ohio also made an ineffectaal 
attempt to obtain the floor, to make some remarks 
upon the subject in dispute. 

The House then resolved itse'f into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. Casry 
of Iilinois ir the chair, and took up the bill ma- 
king appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penditures of the Government for the year 1840. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia moved to emend the 
bill, by striking out $70,000 for stationery, fue', 
printing, etc. of the Senate, and inserting $50,000; 
and a'so te amend it, by striking oat $159,009 for 
the same cbjects for the House of Repres-ntatives, 
and inserting $100,000; which amendm: nts were 
agreed to. 

Mr. WISE observed that it was his intention, 
before the CLerx began to read the bill, to make 
some general remarks on the subject of appropri- 
ations made by Congress; and these remarks he in- 
tended to apply to the accusations mate of late by 
the Executive against the legis/a‘ive department ot 
the Government. It was not to be denied that the 
expenses of the Government of the United States 
had becn enormously increased, fearfully increased 
to those who were for as mple Republican Govern- 
meut, pursuing a system of just economy. It wasa 
solemn fact, to which all minds should be turned, 
that the expenses of the Goverament have, of late 
years, exceeded 33 or 34 millions. It was a fact, 
that ifour revenve was collected by a capitation 
tax, it would exceed that’ of the last war with 
Great Britain. The average expenditures of Ge- 
neral Jackson’s administration were exceeding 18 
millions of dollars, and exceeded those of Mr. Ma- 
d:son’s admin'stration by several hundred thousand 
dollars, while Mr. Van Buren had trod beyond the 
footsteps of his illustrious predecess r, in the ex- 
penditure of money. A capitation tax to cover 
these expenditures, would be nearly two do!- 
lars a head. The excuse of the Executive 
now was that Congress had exceeded the esti- 
mates of the Departments; and that Congress had 
gone on expending the public money in an extra- 
vagant manner, contrary to the approbation of the 
Execut.ve. Now this was the first appropriation 
bill presente to them, except that wh'ch was in- 
troduced in the early part of the session for the 
pay of the members of Congress, and he wished 
to have a distinct understanding with regard to 
ihe appropriations it contained. The per diem of 
members was fixed by law, and in pwssing that 
bil they could not go beyond the ordinary expen- 
diture. lt was known how many members there 
were, and the amount of mileage to which each 
was entitled; so that there could be no mistake 


wiih regard to that appropriation. Bat here wa, 
the first appropriation bill on which any question 
of responsibili y could arise, and he touk itat the firs, 
hop, givieg notice to gentlemen who had arraigned 
the legislative department of the Governmen; | 

favor of the Executive, that he should call on a 
to vote forno money but suchas the latter called 
for on his responsibility. The first inquiry that he 
would of the chairman of the Committee of Wa $ 
and Means was: Did this bill, in the gross , anq 
every item in it,and every partand parcel thereof_ 
did it come from the Executive? Was ii in par. 
suance of Executive recommendation? Wag it 
beyond or below the Executive estimates; or in the 
third place, did it exceed or fall short in the 
amount appropriated by the bill of the last Congress} 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, would with pleasure 
answer the interrogatories propounded by his co}. 
league. The greater part of the items of appro. 
priation in this bill were fixed and ascertained } 
law. All relating to what was called the ciyil 
list proper, perhaps every item, was inserted jn yir. 
tue of existing laws, and therefore in exact cop. 
formity with the recommendations of the Execy. 
tive Departments. Perhaps he should go further, 
and say that other items, in exact conformity with 
existing Jaws, were intended to be added to them 
in consequence of communications received frog 
the Departments since the estimats were received, 

In reference to the other inquiry of bis colleague, 
whether the gross amount of the appropriations in 
this bill was larger than that in the same bill 
of the last Congress, he had to say that he had 
not compared every item in the one with every 
item in the other. He believed, however, it would 
turn outthat the gross amount in this bill was larger 
than that in the bill of the last session, for the 
reason, as his colleague would perceive, that this 
being the long long session of Congress, and ihe 
other the short session, the amount for the pay 
of the members and the other expenses of the 
two Houses were now nearly double to what they 
then were. 

{Here Mr. Jones stated the amount for each 
session. } 

It would also be perceived that there were seve- 
ral other items in this bill where the appropria- 
tions exceeded those asked for in the bill pre 
sented at the last Congress; he would name what 
was asked for, for the various purposes of the land 
offices, growing out of the fact that there was, al the 
last session, a considerab'e amount of money at 
that service remaining from pevious approptia 
lions. He would mention to his colleague that 
there were several other items not necessary for 
him now to mention, as he could explain them 
more to his satisfaction as they successively came 


up. 

2h WISE said that he was not going to dis- 
pute these items now; he had not examined them 
enovgh to see whether there was any that he 
should dispute, But he wished to call the al- 
tentioa of his constituents to these facts, as be 
should continue to do for this session: first, that 
the Executive was responsible for this bill; that 1! 
was in accordance with Executive recommenda- 
tion, upon Executive reports, and with the Execu- 
tive’s reasons. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia. All of them ate not 
by Executive recommendation. 

Mr. WISE. I understand that the committee 
has, in some instances, reduced the amounls Ie 
commended in the estimates. Is this the fact 

Mr. JONES of Virginia. It is, sit. 

Mr. WISE. Let all the facts be recollected 
we go along, so that there may be no me 
hereafter, As his colleague remarked, (Mr. 
continued) there were some items, the mest of 
fixed and ascertained by law; as, for instance, 
compensations of tre President and heads of 
partments, &c. &c. [naming them and 
amcunts;} and there were but few items, there’ 
which varied from those of the year before. 
bill was based upon the estimates of the long a 
sions bill, and yet. there being so few items 
which a variation of expenditure should be 9%) 
was it not astonishing that the gross smount sh 
this year be larger. There was an ner : 
peaditure, though a general annunciation 0 © 
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7 — made in the Presideat’s opening mesvage. 
Be general ad captandum appeal on economy and 
: BB eduction of expenditure which had been read by 
| Bb every body, was fresh in their minds; and yet, said 
BB je, when joa place this Administration on its de- 
BB gis, you will find oat the last appropriation bill, as 
| Bc bas been with the others before it, is larger than 
, BB zone of the year before. Unless some g-nilemen 
; Hid oj the Opposition should watch these expenditures, 
| Hi yeshall, said Mr. W. be going on increasing and 
Bi gereasing eur expenditures, and you and J, sir, 
BB ibe arraigned before our constituents for it. 
: Mi Beaverred here now, what he had averred at 
» BB home, that the Executive of this country is respon- 
e Ma sble forevery dollar that has been appropriated 
1 MB (or the last seven years. [Here follows a sentence 
e ME two, which was not heard by the Reporter.) 
. In the next place, the Admin’stration had not, in 
. Meir general reportsand general messages, gone as 
y Me faras they bad afterwards gone every session of 
| MMB Congress, in their secret and particular recommen- 
- BB duions lo the committees, They bad had, in the 
. BB Commitee of Naval Affairs, one estimate intended 
. BBB for the pablic eye, and another for the commitiee 
, Mom. He did not charge that such was the fact 
h Minow. This, ke unders'eod from his co!league, had 
7 been open and above beard, aud that the commit- 
D ee had cu: down the larger estimates themselves. 
, HB Again, he averred that not a solitary important ap- 
:, propriation, for seven years past, had been made 
n wy the two Houses of Congress which the Execu- 
ll tive could not have arrested. Show me, said he, 
d BM ibe solitary item of extravagant appropriation that 
'y Him ite Executive has vetoed, except some internal im- 
id im provement appropriations vetoed by Gn. Jackson. 
et Mam | shall, continued Mr. W. parsve this subject, 
n¢ Hi calling the a'tention of the country to it, item by 
is He item, and show that we are exceeding the expendi- 
he Me ures of the last year even while the P. esident’s 
ay Me message is calling out for economy. You may, 
he said he, reduce fifteen millions, and then knock it 
ty Mm down to the standard of the war expenses of James 
Madison’s administration. Mr. W. in conclusion 
ch MB said he had accomplished his object, and he as- 
sured his colleague [Mr. Jones] that he would as- 
‘ HM sist him in endeavoring to get his bill along as fast 
a> Be a: possible. 
ie Mr. CUSHING desired to add two or three re- 
vat Me marks, in addition to what had been said by the 
ad MM geotleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise] in all of 
he HM *hich he entirely concurred. In order that there 
at BM wight not be any fature question with regard to the 
ia HM ¢ppropriations in this bill, or any other, and that 
vat HM the Administration might not endeavor to shift the 
(ot BE "esponsibility off its owa shoulders, and throw it 
m fim on Congress, he desire} to make some addition to 
ne MH the remarks of the gentleman from Virginia, and, 
“in perpeluam rei memoriam,” state what was. his 
is MM wodersianding of the subject. If what he should 
‘ay was incorrect—if it involved any imputation 
be HM 00 the Committee of Ways and Means—then they 
al- BA Were to disavow any inferences which he might pat 
he #MB upon ths bill. ‘This was a bill propesing an ap- 
propriation of millions—he did not know how 
aany—and these millions were subdivided into a 
la HH great number of items. It would be a setious task 
pick out all these various items, and reconcile 
hem with the estimates of the Secretary of the 
Treasury; and in order that a gentleman might do 
it 0 his own satisfaction, he must have some little 
kuowledge of the de’ails of the business of the 
Treasury. In addition to this we have, said Mr. 
C. been told that the committee have varied from 
sumates in various respects—ia how many ibe 
chairman did not tell them. But it appeared that 
ike committee reduced some of the items, and aug- 
mented others. * 


wt JONBS of Virginia. No, sir, not aug- 
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Mr. CUSHING, as to augmentalion, asked if 
“ere Were not amendments to be proposed contain- 
5 Hew appropriations. 

a JONES of Virginia replied in the affirma- 
Mr. CUSHING. I ask if these new amend- 
p culs appear in the estimates of the Secretary of 
he ury. 

aa JONES of Virginia. Not in the estimates, 
‘from additional information received by the 
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committee from the Departments since the esii- 
mates were furnished. The amounts are not large, 
and [ am ready to furnish the gentleman with all 
the information in regard to them. ‘These esti- 
ma'es came in, as he before remarked, some time 
after the others had been received, and, therefore, 
were not printed with them. He wished to have 
them printed for the information of the House. 
‘vy Mr. CUSHING continued. There were then 
additional estimates to be moved, and which the 
gentleman teadered for the purpose of hav ng them 
printed. He desired that the’ might be printed so 
that they might be able to wace all the appropria- 
tions ia this bill. It would give them adJitional 
means of c»mpaiison between the bill as it should 
pas’, and the recommendatious of the Executive. 
But there would be additional difficulty in going 
th:ough all these items to ascertain whether Con- 
gress or the Executive should be responsible for 
them. He did not wish to encounter this labor. 
He held it to be unnecessary. He held that 
the Committee of Ways and Means were 
the representatives of the Treasury Depart- 
ment on that floor; and, therefore, all they pro- 
posed was to be considered as coming frm that 
source. He held that the Commitiee of Ways and 
Means, a majority of them being of the party of 
the A¢min‘stration, presented the views and wishes 
of the Administia'ion, in whatever appropriation 
they asked for. He took this ground with a view 
of freven'ing any mistake or erroneous appl cation 
hereafter of responsibility for approp iations found- 
ed on the recommendations of the Executive. He 
entirely agreed with the gentleman from Virsinia, 
that they had a right to hold the Administration re- 
sponsible fcr all the appropriations. 

But there was another view of the subject, not 
in connection with paity considerations. It might 
very naturally happen, in the present stale of 
things, when, in the beginning of the se:sion, the 
Executive come comes out with a preachment on 
economy, With exhortations against extravagance, 
that some necessities for expenditures sheuld arise, 
after the estimates had been sent in. Now, whe- 
ther it was right or not for the Executive to exhort 
Congress to be economical, when he had the right 
to make economy bimself—when Congress had not 
the final control of the expendi'ures—when, owing 
to the relations between ti.e party members of this 
Howse and the chief of the Administration, there 
would be some sympathy felt for his wishes—he 
woul not pretend to say. But whether or not that 
was a matter of propriety en ihe part of the Ex- 
ecutive, was not of much consideration. But 
he would say that the exigencies of the country, 
the public defences—objects «f the highest atil.ty, 
just and proper in all respects—might require ex- 
pendi‘ures, which it might be that the Executive 
had omitted to recommend, with a view of carry- 
ing out this 11 considered economy, which he had 
urged in bis opening message. 

In this view of the subject, though he dd not de- 
sire to go beyond the estimates, yet he would con- 
sider it the duty of Congress to make such appro- 
priations, and he was prepared to vote for tuem. 
He held the Executive responsible for the condition 
of the country; and if he bad neglected to recon- 
mend such appropriations as were necessary for the 
objects he had alinded to, he considered it a more 
momentous breach of duty, and more deserving of 
censure, than if be had been guilty of extravagance. 
He held that the Administration was placed in this 
alte: native—ihat it must hang on one horn of the 
dilemma. Evher it neglec's to mcommend 1 eces- 
Sary appropriations, to make par'y capital, or, 
treading.under foot thee professions of economy 
mace in the message, disdaining this game of brag, 
of not who sha'l best govern the country, but who 
shall cheapest govern the country; and if such is to 
be the course of our administrators, we had beiter 
at once let the Government cut to the Jowest bidder. 
He would say no mcre on these professions of 
impracticable economy, for the mere purpose of 
gaining political capita]. He held that the Admi- 
nistration which did it, did a worse act than sub- 
jecting i'self to the charge of extravagance, for it 
must subject itself to one cr the other of the two 
charges, and he would prefer that it should subject 
itself to the latier. If the Administration saw fit to 
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neglect its duty for the purpose of throwing off 
responsibility, he, as a member of Congress, would 
not follow its example, and he felt bound to vote 
for those appropriations necessary for the defence 
of the country. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he apprehended 
that he and the gentleman from Massachusetts 
were not likely to disagree very mach as to the 
course necessary to pursue in the invest gations 
that were necessary in order to ascertain the pria- 
ce pies on which both these important bills de- 
pended. Both of the gentlemen who had addressed 
the House, desired to secure strict accouniability 
on the part of the Executive officers. Allow me 
tu say, continued Mr, J. that I entertain the same 
views, and that, in order to accomplish them, the 
gentleman shall bave my hearty co operation; and 
further, if gentlemen would only put their fingers 
on aa item of appropriation that was like extrava- 
gance, he thought he should be able to satisfy them 
of the error into which they had fallen. This ge- 
neral mode of attack, by way of assailing every 
thing in the gross, and particularizing nothing, was 
one of those arguments which it was impossible to 
meet. It was like a shot thrown into a whole 
covey, where it would be impossible to see how 
any one point cou'd be defended. He did not un- 
derstand the gentleman as objecting to any one 
particular proposition, though he desired a strict 
acccuntability on the part of the Execuiive, and so 
did he. He knew of no professieus of ad eaptan- 
dum economy that had been made by the Executive, 
and he saw no reason to doubt the sincerity of the 
recommendations in the mes-age. 

After some further remarks from Mr. WISE, 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky asked the chairman 
of ihe committee if there was any reduction in any 
of the iiews, except pensions and internal improve- 
ment. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia sad that the estimates 
for the Indian Department were vastly reduced be- 
low those of former ses ions, because many of the 
occasions which required expenditures to be made, 
had ceased, and therefore, the aggregate would not 
be so large. 

Mr. WHITE merely wished to call the atten- 
tion of the chairman to the fact that, with the ex- 
cep'ion of the ilems he had mentioned, the aggre- 
gaie of the appropriations in this bill exceeded that 
cf the last year. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia sail he was aware that 
wherever a reduction should fall, there would be no 
credit given for it, though the Administration was 
sue to be censured for an increase of expenditure, 
without any allowance be:ng made for the neces- 
sity of it. Honorable gent emen poliically opposed 
to the Administration, used with advantage every 
item which had a tendency to ran the aggregate of 
expenditures up; and wien that item was reduced, 
they used it with the same effect to show that no 
credit was due for the aggregate being lower. For 
ins'anee, when the pensions were larger than now, 
it was drawn into the general aggregate to swell 
the amount appropriated, and to charge ex!rava- 
gance upon the Administration. It was in vain for 
us to urge that this was an extra affair, a reward 
for the old soldiers of the Revolution, who were 
daily dropping off, and that it would gradually be 
discontinued. So, also, with regard to the appro- 
pria ions for tke Florida war, which were in like 
maner drawn into the general aggregaie, and 
charged as extravagance upon the Admitistration. 
It was said here your Administration has ex; ended 
five millions more than the last year; and it was in 
vain to answer that this money was expended for 
the purpose of pr.tecting your women and chil- 
dren from the tomahawk and scalping knife of the 
Seminole. This little book (h+lding up the esti- 
mates) has been referred to again and agai to 
show the extravagance of the Adminiswation,while 
those who maze the charge do not pomtout any 
paiticular item which comes within that designa- 
tion. Now said Mr. J.) all I want is to hold gen- 
tlemen up to their own figures and arguments. If 
they charge extravagance when particniar items of 
expend.ture are large, letthem give credit when 
those items are reduced—let them cancel the debit 
by entering the credit. But his colleague said that 
it had been the practice to present one extimate for 
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the public eye and another for the committee 
rooms. To this he could only answer that, if 
there had been such practice, it never was within 
his kn »wledge. 

Mr. WISE hoped that his colleague did not in- 
tend to misrepresent him. What he said was, that 
we have general estimates and general reports 
which are printed and publiched, and that then, 
during the sessi ns of the committees, we had other 
estimates coming in, which are not published and 
printed. Now his colleague admitted that the com- 
miitee had had some such this winter, and that 
they had not been printed. 


Mr. JONES said he understood his colleagne, at 


first, to say there was one estimate intended for 
the public eye, and another secret ene for the com- 
mittees. He now understuod him to say that ad- 
ditional estimates were sent in after the general 
list at the commencement of the session. 

Mr WISE said he would state a fact, on his 
own responsibility; and that was that he had known 
a high officer of the Government, in the time when 
we apprehended a French war, to make a verbal 
call for a larger appropriation than he dare call 
for in writing. 


Mr. JONES of Virginia did not believe that the | 
remarks of his colleague was calculated to be pre- | 


jadicial to the Administration. ‘The warm manner 
of his colleague was calculated to make an im- 
pression that there was something wrong, and they 
would have had that effect, if it had not been for 
the explanation he had afierwards given; for he 
admitted in it that it would be necessary for the 
Departments to send in additional estimates, after 
the commencement of the session. 
man who had any knowledge of the business of 
the Departments, but must be aware that this 
could not be avoided. An injury done to one of 
the fortifications, after the meeting of Congress, 
and after the estima’es have been sent in, makes 
it necessary for the Secretary of War to come for- 
ward, and ask for an additional appropriation to 
repair that injury. ‘This was a sample of the com- 
munications which his colleague spoke of as secret, 
and not intended for the public eye. Sir, (said Mr. 
J) 1 have nothing to conceal from the public eye. 
He desired that every thing should be laid open, 
and such was the desire of the Executive. The 
honorab'e g-nt'emen from Massac'vaseits spoke of 


There was no | 





it as something very remarkable, that ths impor- | 
tant bill was not accompan ed by reports explain- | 


ing every item. Now when it was known to the 
gentiemin that this committee was allowed but 


thirty days from the commencement of the ses- | 


sion to report every one of the appropriation bills 
in; and when he bore in mind, that owing to the 
length of time that elapse before the commitices 
were appointed, that at this session they had but 
twenty days to perform that da'y in, he would ad- 
mit that they had more than should be imposed on 
them within that limi'ed space. But why cail on 
the committee to explain every item in this bili? 
Had notthe gentleinan every pariicle of informa- 
tion which the members of the committee had? 


Could he p»int toa sing'e aveuue of information | 


which was not as accessible to him as to the com- 
mittee. If he wou'd take up the documents of the 
House for this and the last session, he would have 
all the infirmation that was necessary to enable 
him to arrive at a correct result. Uuless the gen- 
Weman designed that others should pe:form this 
work for him, he would not ca!l on the members 
of the commitiee for it. Mr. J. knew the gentle- 
man’s ability and great industry, and that he was 
every day capable of obtaining all the informa- 
tion he desired. Mr. J. did not desire to detain 
the committee, and therefore would say nothing 
further until some gentleman rendereJ it necessary 
for him to do so. 

Mr. BELL adverted to the past practice in rela- 
tion to the estimates; and called the aitention of 
the chairman of Ways and Means to a certain do- 
coment, officially reported to the House at a pre- 
vious session, in which was contrasted the amount 
called for in those estimates, with the amount actu- 
ally appropriated by Congress, with a view to 
show that the responsibili:y of the excess above the 
estimates was attempted to be thrown upon Con- 
nress, by practising a kind of fraud upon the peo- 


— 





Es 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ple in relation thereto. He contended that the 
charge that Congress was responsib'e was rot well 
founded, but that the odium, if any, attached 
to the Executive. The Executive had been in 
the habit of send:ng in estimates, which 
went forth to the.country in the annual documents, 
and weie extensively circulated; but subs*quent- 
ly application would be secretly made to the Com- 
mitiee of Ways and Means to place in the appro- 
priation b:lls items omitted from the estimates, whe- 
ther by design or not he was not prepared to say, 
but it looked very much like it from the facts of the 
case—items which when aggre gated would swell the 
appropria ions to mi lions beyond the estimates. In 
proof that the Execative had two sets of estimates, he 
as-erted that in some instances they were reported 
to Congress, and from which were omitted even the 
sums necessary to carry on the Florida war, and to 
fulfil Indian treaties; objects for which the proper 
departments knew appropriations were absolutely 
and indispensably necessary. The same ceurse 
had been pursued this session, to a certain ex'ent. 
A trea'y, which had just been ratified by the Se- 
nate, and which the Executive, when he sent in the 
estimates, must have been aware would, in all 
probability, be ratified, wouid need some three or 
feur hundred thousand dollars to fulfil. This 
would necessarily swell] the aggregate of appropri- 
ations. Yet no mention was made of the probabi- 
lity of this amount being needed, and would be 
hereafter charged upon Corgress. Mr. B. before 
concluding bis remarks, adverted to the Indian 
wars, (which had contributed to sweil the appropri- 
ations,) and contended that they grew out of the 
bad management of the Executive, or the agents of 
the Government under his control. 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, otserved that it must 
be perfectly apparent to every member of the com- 
mittee, that in the remarks he submitted a few mo- 
ments ago, he intended te apply them to what had 
transpired at the present ses-ion of Congress, and 
did not intend to go beyord it. He knew very 
well, that he would have enowghon bis hands, 
without going beyond the range of his daty, and 
referring 'o the transactions of the Administration, 
for the last four or five years—to the documen!s 
of which, the sentleman wished him to go back te. 
Now if there had been any fraud practised, he was 


|| very sure that they wou!d not have escaped the ob- 


servationcf the honorable gentleman; and that he 
would not have been backward in mak ng the pub- 


| lit aequeinted with them. All he had now ‘o say, 


was, that he had seen nothing on the part of the 
Executive, which showed a desire to conceal any 
thing from the Legislature, or from the people. 
But the honorable gentleman had gone back to 
show that the President was censurable for the 
manner in which he carried on the Florida war. 
We all know, said Mr. J., how easy it isto find 
fault, and the gentlemen can prove, in their speech- 
es and on paper, that every thing in this war has 
been conducted wrong, and that the President is 
little better than a fuvo!l, whilecour ablest g+nerals 
know nothing about military affairs. Let such ar- 
guments go forth to the country for what they 
are worth, and the people will know how to put the 
right construction upon them. 

Mr. BIDDLE did not feel inclined, and perhaps 
was not physically able at this moment to follow 
the somewhat erratic course of this debate. He 
merely rose tosay a word as to the degree of weight 
that should be attached to these bills, from having 
been reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. In most cases the items were found in 
the estimates from the Departments, which had 
been embodied in the report of the Secretary of 
Treasury, and were referred to in the boast of the 
President’s message about the saving of five mil- 
lions as compered with last year. Other items had 
been presented from the Deparsments which were 
not in those estimates. Mr. B. had taken a stand 
at the outset, that he would res'st the introduction 
of such items, unless an explanation was given 
why they had been dr: pred in the estimates Jaid 
before the President. ‘The committee had de- 
clined to go the length of this principle, but had, 
he believed, generally required the sanction of a 
department, and repudiated that of surbordinates, 
who had been, in the first instance, put forward. The 









result would be, that for the supplementa| ite 
thus introduced, there was no tangible eadene 
responsibi'ity; the application from the De ~ 
ments were fugitive, and would be forgoiten. aad 
the expendiiure, even for an additional clerk. as ; 
appeared in the statute book, would’seem the act 
this body, in defiance of the Presideni’s axons 
injunctions. Mr. B. said the honorable chairm, 
[Mr. Jonzs] knew, and would, of course, in the 
progress of the bills, point out such items, They 
wantto be watched with jealousy. He believe 
that items of magnitude of this description, would 
come rather from other committees than that of Wa 
and Means, which he was bound to say, had been 
vigilant and scrupulous. Mr. B. would not be 
understood as saying that he would vote fy 
nothing but what was in the President’s estimates. 
Far from it. Bat with regard to matters presse; 
slyly by the Department, after a general statemen 
had been got up for the public eye, he would hold 
them to a rigid explanation. 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked: Mr. Cuainmay,| 
am a new member, and shall not go over the grounj 
so much debated here to-day, as to who has been 
most to blame for extravagance in expending pub. 
lic money during former sessions*of Congress. 
whether it be the present and former Fresideat, o 
Congress. 

I shall endeavor to confine myself to the ques. 
tion now under debate; and upon this subject | 
have to state, that so far as I can judge, from what 
I have witnessed, the most talented opponents o 
the Administration have not treated the Presideg 
fairly on this question of expenditure of public mo 
ney. In my opinion, an oppesition to an Admini 
tration, on the ground of extravagance, should be 
able to point out what items of appropriations for 
the public service are too high. If tbere be such, | 
call upon the talented gentlemen now drnoutcin 
the President in general terms for wasting publi 
money, to point out the item that is too high, and] 
will go with them. They will always find m 
among those who vote the least sum which will 
carry on the Government. If they cannot point 
out some particular item, it does seem to me that it 
is unfair to make general objections against the 
President, and by that means make the people dis- 
satisfied with the administration of the Gover- 
mnt of their choice, by so much clamor againy 
bills that gentlemen, after all of their com 
plaining, themselves vote for. Do they expec 
they can excuse themselves to their consttuen's 
afier voting for such appropriations, by endeavor 
ing to shift the blame from themselves to the Pre 
siden? They cannot do it, sir. The people wi 
require voting against as well as speaking agaids! 
appropriations, of which complaint is made to them. 

I have, Mr. Chairman, witnessed, on the pl 
of the most talented gentlemen of the Opposition 0 
this House, a method of attacking the President 
which seems to me very unusual and unstatesman 
like. It is th’s: whi'st complaining of the Presi 
dent for his extravagance, and making the great 
est professons of economy themselves, yet wher 
ever the President has failed to make a call upot 
us for money for any object of expense (0 which 
our money has heretofore been applied, these ea 
tlemen have attacked him in the most violent man 
ner for not including that particular object In his 
estimates for the year. 

Gentlemen know, or ought to know, that when 
ever the Government begins to withhold publi 
money from interests or sections of country acct 
tomed to receive it, that the very act of withhor 
ing money from that section or interest must a 
sarily, of itself, irritate and displease the peoP 
disappointed. - 

Now it does seem to me that if these reduce? 
in the estimates are proper, a statesman oF P 
would rather desire so sooth and quiet oa 
so disappointed, by making them acquain'e” © 
the true condition of the whole country, 40°) 
impoverished situation of the Treasury. 
if these reductions are not proper, vi 
appears to me that, as statesmen ae ee 
they should show that the country require’ © 
larged expenditure, and support it with a are 
But it does appear to me that this meth’? 
nouncing the President for expenditures for 
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yote ourselves; OF denouncing him for not call- 
og upon Us for money which we ourselves are not 
yilling to raise by our votes, is more like a mere 
isan warfare than patriotic statesmanlike op- 















ata: 
Pmhese, sir, ate my views upon the question of 

ditures. I know that I am, under the Con- 
gitution, responsible to my consituents for the mo- 
pey | vote away; and I will not attemp! to shift 
ihat responsibility upon the President; nor can 
soy member here excuse himself for voting away 
ihe public money on the ground that the Presi- 
jent is extravagant. He can use or expend no pub- 









"end \ic money, unless we here vote it for him, and re- 
eM aire him to use it; and I now tell gentlemen of all 
fo ies who themselves are disposed to cut down 
eis appropriation bill, that they will find me with 
Sed jem upon every attempt to lop off needless expen- 
ent res. 
old Pee VANDERPOEL said he was glad to hear 
sch professions of economy from the other side of 
', UE ibe House. He assured gent'emen that he would 
Ind oo.operate with them in the great work of econo- 
a my, aout which they now seemel so solicitous. 
u 


If the result shall prove a little practice, as well as 
professios, on their part, he (Mr. V.) would under- 
iake to prophesy, that the revenues of the year 
would still be equal to its expenditures; particu- 
larly if we should pass a declaratory Jaw, accord- 
ing to the propos tion of the Committee on Manu- 
factures, to guard against the frauds and evasions 
in your revenue laws, which were so constantly oc- 
curring. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. Evans] 
had, a few days ago, told us that the Secretary of 
the Treasury had given us too flattering a view of 
the fnances; that there was a permanent deficit; 
that in asking for the power to issue Treasnry 
notes, he asked for nothing but palliatives; and 
that the Secretary was deceived, if he entei tained 
the idea that, with the aid of five miliions of Trea- 
suryno'es, he would be able to-get through the 
year. Notwithstanding the confident assertions of 
the gentleman, he (Mr. V.) entertained a confident 
hope that the Secretary would be able to get through 
the year without further aid, if you promp'ly passed 
the above declaratory law, and took care, in your 
appropriations, not to excced the estimates. He 
had heard some strange doctrines to-day; doctrines 
that seemed to him (Mr. V.) to contlict directly 
with sentiments which their authors had so o‘ten 
reiterated here. The genileman from Virginia (Mr. 
Wise} says he holds the Executive responsible for 
every appropriation made by Congress within the 
last seven years. How did the gentleman expect 
the Executive to arrest the legislation of Congress 
in regard to appropriations? Was it by means of 
the veto power? 

(Mr. Wise responded: ‘‘No, not by the veto.”’] 
Then, said Mr. Vanperrort, | wish the g-ntle- 
man wou'd define the means which he expects the 
at to use to prevent improper legislation 
y Us 
(Mr. Wise said it was acertain indefinable power, 
Yhich no one understood better thao his friend from 
New York. It was a look, or a hint, or a shake of 
the head, by the President. This was all that was 
Recessarv to deter his faithful supporters in this 
House from voting for any measare.] 

Mr. Vanperpok. said he was astonished to hear 
such a doctrine as this from the gentleman from 
Virginia. For more than six years has that gen- 
llemin, and the ‘“indefinable” party with which he 
a acted, most indignantly declaimed against the 
Maming increase of Executive power; this has 
been the burden of his never ending complaints; 
and now, forsooth, he holds the President blame- 
Vorthy, because he will net transcend his own 
onstitutional functions, and dictate directly to 
members of Congress, in regard to matters that 
ome clearly within their constitution! province. 
a8 it not very strange that the gentleman should, 
osuddenly, change his tane? For years has Ex- 
cutive encroachment, rea! or imaginary, been with 
at gentleman the a'arming political sin of the 
and now, behold, it suits his purpose 
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oT 9 attach blame tot'e President, because he has 
of Hyp ectically encroached far enough on the juris- 
ction of Congress. He, Mr. V. was not prepared 
hear such a doctrine—such a ground of blame 
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against the President from that quarter. Heconld 
now, however, he hoped, congratulate the country 
that the frightful bugbear of Executive influence 
had at !east disappeare:; for the leader of the Op- 
position had told the House that the President was 
culpabie, because he had not more efficiently ex- 
erted that influence. 

Mr. V. said he was not a little surprised at the 

positions assumed by the gentleman from Massa- 
chasetts, (Mr. Cusninc.] He tells us that he 
would hold the President responsible, not only for 
al! appropriations made by Congress, but he would 
also hold him responsible for the omission of Con- 
gress te make necessary appropriations, if they 
were not included in the estimates. The Presi- 
dent, then, is to be blamed if Congress appropri- 
ate too much; and the President is to be equaily | 
blamed, if Congress appropriate too little. It | 
seems that there is no possible way of shielding the | 
President from censure, unless Congress adopt | 
the very exact medium which accords with justice 
and propriety. This is certainly placing the Presi- 
dent in a pretty difficult position. Such doctrines 
at this late day seemed to him, Mr. V. to mil tate 
very much against all the arguments and denun- | 
ciations he had, for the last several years, heard 
against undae Executive influence. It was a little 
singular that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
should venture to hold the President so strictly 
responsible for ail the appropriations made 
by Congress, when we considered what 
that gentleman had done here within the 
last four days. ‘That gentleman had. recent- | 
ly, asa member of the Committee of Foreign 
Affairs, reported a bill to appropriate five millions | 
of dollars to indemnify « class of claimants fur spo- 
liations ecmmitted by France anterior to 1800. 
Now i: it should so happen that his bill should be- | 
come a law,some four or five years hence, when 
gentlemen ofthe Opposition shall hold up in fright- | 
fulcolors the appalling aggregate of the expendi- 
tures of this Government, they will take gocd care 
not to admit or state that, wih this large item of 
five millions, the Executive had no connec- 
tion; and yet, according tothe arguments of the | 
two gentlemen who had preceeded him, the Presi- | 
ce tought to be held responsible for such appro- | 
priations. And it was of this that he, Mr. V. 
comp'ained. When gentlemen talked about, or 
denounced, the expenditures of a particular year, 
they contented themselves with the aggregate: 
never troubled themselves with particulars, for if 
they did so, they would show that their own vo'es 
were ins'rumenial in swelling up these agzregates. 
We do charge, sir, that the large expenditures of 
late years are mainly attributable to Congress, and 
notto tie President. This very year, a proposi- 
tion has come from one or two of my colleagues, 
(Messrs. Marvin and Bernarn,] to appropriate a 
very formidable sum for the improvermen's of 
rivers and harbors; appropriations for objects «f 
this description wee not included in the estimates 
senthere by the Departments. Still, if his col- 
league’s biil should pass, it woald serve to create a 
new text for homies some two or three years 
hence, upon the extravagance of this Adminisira- 
tion. 

Some five years ago, we passed a b'll to increase 
the compeosation of the officers of the navy; for 
which he (Mr. V.)#oted; but the most formidable 
opposition it encountered, was from the friends of 
the Administ ation here. This had swelled the 
naval expenditures very considerably; yet gentle- 
men, when they denounced any increase, would 
not tell usthat they voted for a measure, which essen- 
tially contributed to such increase. Confine your- 
selves, then, to the estimates; and, my word for it, 
you willnothaveso much occasion in future times 
to complain of the ex'ravagance of 1840. 

After some remarks from Mr. GRAVES, 

Oa motion of Mr. DUNCAN, 

The committee rose, and 

The House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE, 
Fripay, April 10, 1840. 
Mr. HENDERSON presented the credentials of 
the Hon. ROBERT J. WALKER, elected by the 
Legislature of the State of Mississippi a Senator in 
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the Congress of the United States for the term of 
six years from the 4th of March, 1841; which were 
read, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WALKER presented a petition of citizens 


of Lowndes county, Mississippi, praying for the 
enactment of a general bankrupt law. 


Mr. W. said he would take this opportunity to 


state that he was in favor of the passage of a gene- 
ral bankrupt law, if corporations, and especially 
banks—which are now setting up as a kind of sub- 
monarchies in the land—were embraced in its pro- 


visions. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
the Jud ciary. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of John Scar- 
borough and Nancy his wife, of the State of Mis- 
sissipp!, stating that they are the parents of twenty 
living children, praying a donation of land; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Publie Lands. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of citizens 
and members of the bar, praying the removal of 
the cirenit court of the United States to Vicksburg; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Jad.- 
ciary. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of William 
H. Smith, of Miss seippi, praying the confirmation 
of his title to a tract of land; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. W. also preseated the petition of Griffin 
Ross; 

The petition of Thomas H. Ross; 

The petition of Seth Ross; 

The petition of George Reed; 

The petition of Isaiah Gates; 

The petition of A. Hollands; and 

The petition of J. W. Currys; 
all of Mississippi, praying a pre-emption to certain 
designated tracts of land; which were re‘erred to the 
Committee on the Pablic Lands. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented documents in relation 
to theclaim of James H. Relfe; which were referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. DAVIS, in behalf of his colleague, (Mr. 
Wersster.] prevented a document in rela‘ion to 
the drawback of duties on refined sugars; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the petition of Lewis 
L. Harper, praying a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut presented the peti- 
tion of a number of citizens of the Srate of Con- 
necticut, praying a reduction of the postage on let- 
ters; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WALL submitted additional documents in 
the case of Thomas L. Winthrop, and others, di- 
rectors of the New England Mississippi Lard 
Company. 

Mr. W. also presented the petivion of a numb:r 
of citizens of Tuckerton, N. J. mmonstrating 
against the establuhment of a certain mail route; 
which was referrei to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


FRONTIER DEFENCES. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a preamble and joint 
resolutions of the Legislature of Michigan, con- 
cerning the military protection of the frontier of 
that State. While up, he would take the cecasion 
to express his profound surprise at the opinion ex- 
pressed by General Scott, in the communication 
late'y made by him to the War Department, in re- 
lation to the British military preparations on the 
northern frontier—that he regarded all forts and 
barracks built on that frontier as of little or no mi- 
litary value to either of the parties, in the event of 
anew war between the United Stat-s and Great 
Britain. He declares that from Cornwall, which 
is on the St. Lawrence, along the whole frontier 
line of Upper Canada, extending, as it does, seve 
ral hundred miles all the way up to Lake Sape- 
rior, such structures are of no military va- 
jue. Uninformed as he was in military scienc-, 
he must nevertheless say that the “fixed opi- 
nion” of the gallant General was at war 
with all the notions which he had derived from 
history or observation upon such subjects. He 
had been in the habit of regarding the military at- 
tainments, courage, and skill of that distinguished 
officer, with great respect; but it was certain that 
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his views did not correspond with the opinions of 
the people along the whol? line of northern fron- 
tier. hey did think military works of great 
importance, both to accomodate the trgops, and to 
deiend the country. They could not see how such 
works could be dispensed with one side, when they 
had been consiructed, and were in a course of con- 
struction, on the other side. Te did not believe 
with the General, that the British military prepa- 
rations at any point were made, and making, 
solely to protect the neighborhood ‘‘from refugee in- 
cendiaries from our side.” With the views which 
he entertained upon this subject, he must be per- 
mitted to ask the special atiention of the Military 
Committee to the works already existing, as well 
as to those required for our defence, on that fron- 
tier. And he would move the reference of the 
resolutions, together with a letter {rem the Gover- 
nor of Michigan, to that commitiee, and further 
that they should be printed for the use of the Se- 
nate. 

The reference and printing were ordered. 

Mr. N. also presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of citizens of Berrien county, Michigan, pray- 
ing the passage of a general bankiupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. N. also presented the memorial of the Lake 
Siperior Fishing and Mining Company of the 
Biate of Michigan, praying to be aliowed the right 
of working the mineral lands belonging to the United 
8 ates along the southern shore of Lake Superior, 
in the said State; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the following 
preamble afd resolutions of the Legisli tare of the 
State of Indiana, which were read: 

A PREAMBLE AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS IN RELA- 
TO THE NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY 
Whereas, The General Assembly of the State of 

Ohio have adopted and caused to be laid before 

this General Assembly the following resolutions, 

to wil: “Whereas, by ihe Declaration of Inde- 
pendence on the fourth of July, seventeen hun- 
dred and seventy-six, the United States of Ame- 
rica became a sovereizn and independent nation, 
with fuli power over the terriory within her 
limits; ana whereas, at the treaty of seventeen 
hundred and eighty-three, between the United 

States of America and Great Britain, the North- 

ern and Northeastera boundaries between the 

two Governments were fairly designated and dis- 
tinctly described; and whereas the said British 

Government has since set up claims to a part of 

the territory of these States, and now lying witb- 

in the State of Maine; and whereas the subjects 
of the British Crown have recently invaded and 
trespassed upon the territory ot the State of 

Maine, and within the limits of this Coafede- 

racy; and destroyed the property belonging to the 

Siat: 

Assembly of the Siate of Ohio, That we view 

with united approbation the prompt and ener- 

ge‘ic action of the authorities of Maine, to pro- 
tect the rights and honor not only of their own 

State, but of the whole Union: Resolved, That 

the act of Congress conferring upon the Presi- 

dent of the United States ample power and 
means to protect this nation from foreiga inva- 
sion, has our full and most hearty assent: Re- 
solved, That while we high'y approve the efforts 
made by the President of the United Siates, to 








avert from this coun ry the cilamities of war, | 


and earnestly hope tha they may be, as they 
have been heretofore, successful; yet, .:ovlda 
collision take place between this Government 
and Great Britain, in the settlement of the.pend- 
ing dispute, Ohio tenders her uhole means and 
resources to, the authorities of this Union, in 
+ sustaiuing our rights and honoi: Resolved, 

That the Governor be directed to transmit a 

copy of the foregoing preamble and reso)utions 

to the President of the Uni'ed States, and 'o the 

Governo:s of the several States,” March 18, 

1839 ; 

Taererore, Be it resolved by the General Assembly 
of the Siete of Indiana, Toat we fully concur in and 
heartily approve of the above resolaiions of the 
General Assembly of the State of Ohio. 

Resolved, That while we cherish the hope that, 


Therefore, Be it resolved by the General | 
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in the adjustment of the question of our national 
boundary, the integrity of our soil, andthe nation- 
al honor, may be preserved inviolate without an ap- 
peal to arms, yet we will ever prefer honorabie 
war rather than dishunorable peace. 

Resolved, That, should a collision take p'ace be- 
tween this Government and Great Britain in the 
settlement of the pending dispute, Indiana teaders 
her whole means and resources to the authorities 
of the Union in sustaining our rights and honor. 

Resolved, That the Governor be directed to trans- 
mit a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolu- 
tions to the President of the Uniied States, to each 
of our Senators and Representatives in Congress, 





| and to the Governors of the several States. 


The resolutions were laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 
Mr. LINN pr-sented the petition of Joseph 


Philipson, of Mi.souri, praying the confirmation of - 


his title to a tract of land; which was referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
Mr. RUGGLES presented the fo'lowing resolu- 


| tions passed by the Legislature of Maine, which 





were read: 


RESOLVES RELATING TO TITE NORTHEASTERN 
BOUNDARY, 


Resolved, That the patriotic enthusiasm with 
which several of our sister Sta'es, the past year, 
tendered us with their aid to repel a threatened fo- 


| reizn invasion, demands our grateful recollection; 
| and, whilst this sp rit of self sacrifice and self de- 


votion to the national honor pervades the Union, 
we cannot doubt that the integrity of our territory 


| will be preserved. 


Resolved, That the promptness and unanimity 


| with which the last Congress, at the call of this 
| State, placed atthe disposal of the President the 


| arms and treasures of the nation, for our defence; 
| the firmness of the Executive, in sustaining the ac- 
| ton of this State, and repelling the charge of an in- 


fraction of the arrangement made with the British 
Liewtenant Governer in March last, and charging 
back upon the British Government the violation 
of that agreement; their decision, in demanding 
the removal of the British troops now quariered 
upon the disputed territory, as the only gaarantee 
that they sincerely desire an amicable adjustment 
of the boundary question; afford us confident as- 
surance that this State will not be compelled single 
handed to take up arms in defence of our territory 
and the national honor, and that the crisis is near 
when this question will be settled by the National 
Government, ei her ty ‘negotiation or by the ulti- 
mate resort. 

Resolved, That, un'ess the British Government, 
during the present session of Congress, make or ac- 
cept a distinct and satisfactory proposition for the 
immediate adjustment of the boundary question, it 


| will be the duty of the General Government to 


take military possession of the disputed territory; 
and, in the name of a sovereign State, we cail up- 
on the National Government to falfil its constitu- 
tional obligations to establish the line which they 
have solemnly declared to be the trve boundary, 
boundary, and to protect this S ate in extending 
her jurisdiction to the utmost limits of our terri- 
tory. 

Resolved, That we have aright to expcct the Ge- 
nrral Government will extend to this member of 
the Unicn, by negotiation or by arms, the protec- 
tion of her territorial rights, guarantied by the Fe- 
d ral compact, ani thas save her from ‘the neces- 
sity of falling back tp n her nataral and reserved 
rights of seif defeace and s:If protection—rights 
which cons'itu'ions can neither give nor take away; 
but, shon'd this confidence cof a speedy cvisis be 
disappvinted, it will become the imperative duty of 
Maine to assume the defence of our State and na- 
tional honor, and expel from our limi’s the British 
troops now quartered upon our territory. 

Resclved, That the Governor be requested to for- 
war! copies of these reso’utiors to the President 
and Heads of Departments, and to the Senators 
and Representatives in Conzress from this State, 
with a reque.t to the latter to lay them before the 
respective bedies of which they are members; als», 
to the Governors of the several States, with a re- 
quest to lay them before their several Lezis!atures. 

The resolutions were referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 
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Mr. R. also presented resolutions of the Legisia. 
ture of Maine in opposition to the bill reducing the 
duty on salt, and repealing the fishing bounties, 4. 
which were laid on the table, and ordered to jp 
printed. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of a num. 
ber of citizens of Maumee, in the State of Oyj, 
praying the passage of a general bankrupt Jay. 
which was referred to the Commit'ee on the Jy,\j. 
ciary. 

Mr. GRUNDY submitted an additional docy. 
ment in relation to the petition of Preston Stary). 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims, ’ 

Mr. BENTON, from the Select Commitiee 
which was raised to make a lega! and documentary 
report on the crigin and character of the fishig 
bounties and allowances, submitted a report; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the minority of the same com. 
mittee, made a report upon the same subject; which 
was ordered to be printed, 

Mr. ANDERSON moved that ten thousand ad. 
ditional copies of these reports be printed for the 
use of the Senate. 

Mr. RUGGLES objected to this motion. He 
hoped that the usual number would be printed, and 
then if it was deemed to contain matter interesting 
to the public, a motion could be made to piinta 
larger number. 

Mr. HUBBARD was g'ad that the Senator from 
Tennessee had made the motion fur the printing of 
an extra number of these reports. The subj ct of 
which they treated was one of great interest to a 
large portion of New Eng'and, and he wished that 
all shat could be said on both sides might be ge. 
nerally read. He wou'd therefore vote for ihe 
motion, 

Mr. ANDERSON said he had one or two rea 
sons for his motion, with which he would not bav 
troubled the Senate, but for the objections which 
had been urged ag:inst it. 

The subject was one of the greatest interes, 
and, as to one branch of it, had already attrac'ed 
the deepest aten ion of the public. Inquiry had 
been awakened in almost every portion of the 
country, an! the most lively expectation was fell, 
rar icularly in the interior and the Far West—aad 
coming, as he vid, from a State that had an ea- 
nest solicitude upon the subject of the salt tax, and 
being a member of the committee that made the 
report, he thought it his duty, and due to the im- 
portance of the questions involved, to move fcr the 
printing of an extra number of copies, witha view 
to give to the peeple all the information within our 
power. The two reports now submitted to the Se- 
nale contained the adverse opinions which had long 
prevailed in tse country,fully expressed,and preseni- 
ed a full and complete documentary and legal r- 
view, arranged with sccuracy, and embracing the 
statutory provisions from the origin ef the subjei|, 
through its whole progress, to the present period. 
Th: se statutes had been examined and compared, 
from 1789 onward, and the whole evidence gvov- 
ing out of petitions and reports, which had been 
prese: ted to Congress by those who enteriained 
conflicting opinions, were put into a condensed 
form, with lucid comments, which shed ampie ligh! 
upon the questions, and he had no doubt would 
be highly gratifying and greatly useful to the public. 
He trusted that the printing woud be ordered: be 
thought it due to the importance of the subject and 
to the people. 

The question was then taken, on printing the ex- 
tra number, and it was ogreed to. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
cialy, reported a bill to amend an act, approved 
January 18, 1839, entitled an act to amend an act 
entitled an act to require the jadge of East and 
West Tennessee to ho!d acourtat Jacksen, in said 
State, approved June 13, 1838, and fer other pu 
peses; which was read, and ordered to second reat 
ing. 

Mr. NORV#LL, from the Comm't'ce on ‘he 
Pnblic Lands, to which was referred the bli for the 
relief of James L. Cochran, reported it with #0 
amendment. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the-Commitle ™ 
the Public Lands, to which was referred the bill © 
annex acertain tract of land to the Coosa lend dis 
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wiet, and for other purposes, reported it without 
ment. 


Mr. C. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred House biil for the relief of Sutton Ste- 
phens, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to whic was referred the bills from 
the House 

For the relief of James Alexander; 

For the relief of James Brewer; 


For the relief of the representatives of William . 


Williams, sen.; 
A bill granting two townships of land to the 
Territory of Iowa, for the purposes of a univer- 


sity; 

in granting a section of land for scheols in 
§.. Clair county, IIl.; 

A bill to allow further time to Centre College, 
Ky. to sell certain Jands; and 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act to autho- 
rize the State of Tennessee tojissue grants, and per- 
fect tiles, to certain lands therein described, and to 
se'tle the claims to the vacant and unappropriated 
lands within the same, passed the 18.h of April, 
1806; 
reported them severally without amendment. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was re‘erred House bill 
granting the right of pre-emption to certain lots in 
the town of Periysburg, in the State of Ohio, re- 
ported it without amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the following bills from the 
House: 

An act for the relief of Josias Thompson, super- 
intendent of jthe Cumberland Road between 
Brownsville and Wheeling; 

An act for the relief of Benjamin C. Roberts; 
reported them severally without amendmeat, and 
that they ought not to pass. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred House bill for the relief of Garret 
Viiet, reported it without amendment, with a report 
thereon, which wars ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the House bill for the relief 
of W. Bailey, survivor of Bailey and Delord, 
made an adverse report thereon; which was ordered 


_to be printed. 


Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill for the relief of John T. 
Addoms, reported the same with an amendment, and 
a report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill for the 
settlement of the claims of New Hampshire 
against the United States, reported the same with- 
out amendment. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. ALLEN asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill to expose to sale all 
the public lands in the State of Ohio, hitherto re- 
served from sale; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported back to the Senate the memorial 
from certain officers of the engineer corps, remon- 
strating against the passage of the bill for the equa- 
lization of the pay and allowances of the officers of 
the line and staff of the army, and moved that it be 
printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. P. also, from the Commitiee en Military 
Affairs, to which was recommitted the bill au ho- 
lizing the Piesident to raise 1500 mento serve in 
the Fiorida war, reported the same with an amend- 
ment, (to strike out“ marine corps” wherever it 
o-curred in the bill;) which was agreed to; and the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 


"The bill was then read a third time, and passed. - 


The bill to revive the act entitled “An act to ena- 
ble claimants of land within the limits of Missouri 
and the Territery of Arkansas to institute proceed- 
ings to try the validity of their claims,” approved 
the twenty-sixth day of May, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-four, and an act amending the same, and 
extending the provision< of said acts to c'aimants 
to land within the State of Louisiana and Missis- 
Wate ne taken tp as in Committee of the 

? 


was discussed at length by Messrs. GRUN- 
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DY, BENTON, HENDERSON, LINN, and 
CLAY of Kentucky, when, on motion by Mr. 
BENTON, it was postponed untii Monday next. 
On motion, 
The Senate adjourned until Monday next. 











HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, April 10th, 1840. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order was the resolution reported from the 
Committee on Public Expenditures by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetis, [Mr. Bricas;] and it was 
read as fol'ows, viz: 

Resolved, That the duties originally assigned to 
the Commitee of Public Expenditures, by the rules 
of the House, having since been transferred to oth- 
er committees, and the said Committee of Public 
Expenditures having no duties to perform, that the 
rule for its appointment be abolished. 

Mr. CUSHING argued at some length in oppo: 
sition to the resolution. He adverted to the politi- 
cal character of the committees at previous ses- 
sions of Congress; the peculiar construction of 
which had rendered them powerless. ‘The Sprax- 
ER of the two last Congresses’ had been elected on 
party grounds; and the committees had been or- 
ganized tothe same end. But now the case was 
different—the present Speaker, when he was in- 
stalled into office, in his remarks made upon that 
occasicn, said that the committees to investigate 
the varivus departments of the Government should 
be appointed without regard to personal or party 
considerations; and in the appointment of these 
committees, Mr. C. was orfopinion that the Sprax- 
ER had removed the objections of party organ za- 
tion. He has entirely removed that difficulty, and 
has appointed gentlemen conspicuous for their 
talent, and who are industrious and well acquain'- 
ed with the manner of pursuing investigations. A 
majority on the committees are decided opponents 
of the Administration; and there was the power to 
investigate ad libitum. Now, when we have this 
power, it is proposed to abolish the committee. 
Because there had been neglect heretofore, or that 
the commit ee had been rendered powerless by its 
peculiar organization, was no argument that this 
committee should now be abolished. As the com- 
mittee on the Departments are now organized, there 
was the power to investigate ; and the invest:gation 
could be made effective. He contended that the 
general powers of this committee had not been 
transferred or annulled, and went into an argu- 
ment to prove that fact. The committees, 
as he before said, consisied of gentlemen who 
had the kab.t and taste, and could make efficient 
inve-tigation, and denied that they could be excused 
before the country, unless their powers had been 
abridged by transfer to oiher committees. He de- 
nied that there was any transfer of the general 
powers of this commi tee by the appointment of 
special commit'ees He argued to show that if the 
principle should be once settled, on the ground 
claimed, as good cause for the abrogation of this 
cominittee, all the standing committees would be 
for shifting the responsibi ily of investigation. 

He denied not only the premises of the resolu- 
tion, but the conclusion to be drawn from these 
premises, even if true; and denied, therefore, the 
entire proposition contained in it, and was opposed 
to its adoption. Ifthe committee was to be abo- 
lished at all, he thought it ought to be done under a 
general revision of the rules of the House at the 
commencement of the session, and not at a time 
when there were objects requiring its investigation, 
and when the couniry needed the light which it 
would be in the power of that committee to bestow. 

Mr. BOND, asa member of the Commitiee on 
Pablic Expenditures, wished that the proposition 
contained in the resolution “might be decided upon 
at once—instanter; for he desired either to be re- 
lieved from his obligations as a member of the com- 
mitiee, or else to go on with the matters of which 
it had cognizance. 

Mr. BRIGGS repied at some length to Mr. 
Cusninc, and went into a statement of the history, 
powers, and duties of the committee. The com- 
mittee, he said, had come to the conclusion, after a 
fallexamination of the rule under which it was ap- 

in connection with the other rules of 
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the House, that they had no duties tw perform— 
that their appeintment was a mere matter of for- 
mality; and, being so, they wished, as the gentle- 
man from Obio [Mr. es had stated, to have the 
maiter decided at once. They had wished it to 
have been decided long ago, and it was not their 
fault that it had not been. They had, as sooa as 
possible after their appointment, and as so.n as 
they could find a place in which to meet, instructed 
him to report the resolution now before the House. 
Mr. B. went into some amusing statements to show 
the perfect oblivion to which every thing connecied 
with this committee, save its name alone, had been 
consigned. 

Mr. WISE obtained the floor, to make some re- 
marks on the above question; dul the morniog 
hour having expired, he yielded to 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, who called for the spe- 
cial ordeis of the day. 

Mr. BELL, by general consent, submitted a 
motion that the Committee on Indian Affairs have 
leave to send for p rsons and papers in the matters 
referred to them as to the execution of the treaty 
with the Winnebago Indians; which motion was 
unanimously agreed to. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
ef the Whole on the s'a’e of the Union, (Mr. Ca- 
sey of Illinois in the chair,) oa the bill mak ng ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year 1840. 

Mr. DUNCAN, who was entitled to the floor 
on the above bill, went into a review, at great 
lenath, of the causes which had con'ribated to 
sweli the appropriations beyond the estimates of the 
Departments. Tle cont nded that not much more 
than one half of the appropria'ions passed by the 
recommendation or approbation of the President; 
and he asked those who had denounced him so 
much, whether he was to be held responsible. Mr. 
D. a's referred to the past histery of the proceed- 
ings of Congress in relation to the Cumberland 
road. In relation to that road, he belicved a ma- 
jority of the Democratic party had opposed it cn 
the general groun:! that they were opposed to inter- 
nal improvements not expressly authorized by the 
Constitution, or demanded for the parposes of car- 
rying out the principles on which the Federal Go- 
vernment was formed. The Federal party had 
generally sustained appropriations to that road on 
the ground that they have been, and now ate, in 
favor of internal improvements of every character, 
and however extravagant. More than the usual 
namber of the Demcecratic party had this year 
voted for the Cumberland road, whilst a less num- 
ber of the Whigs have voted in fawor of that road. 
He asserted that the approp iations this session 
for that read have teen defeated by the Whigs, 
and the journals would sustain him in that as- 
sertion. 

He then adverted to the abuse which was daily 
heaped on the Administration party. It had been 
denounced as prodigate; that cry had been rung 
upon every chang*, from the first day that he had 
entered the hall: and yet those declaiming could not 
point out in what particular. If gentlemen be- 
lieved that profligacy and extravagance had existed 
fo such an exten’, it was their daty to point it out; 
and he wonld go as far as any of them to correct 
it. If they believed that there were too many offi- 
cers, and their salaries were too large, they were 
required by their oaths to point them oot, and 
move to reduce them. Why not, in accordance 
with their belief, bring forward their measure of 
reform. He would, and he was cenfident the De- 
mocratic party would, do what was right and pro- 
per. We now hear mach noise about the public 
priating—it costs too mach, &c. If it costs too 
much now, it must have cost too much at the laxt 
sessivn, because the prices were the same; and the 
cost of printing ordered at the last short session 
was four tin es as great as it will be at this sess 0a, 
of more than doub'e the length. Why did rot 
these honorable Whigs retorm it, and reduce 
the prices at the last session of Con- 
gress. They had then a decided majc- 
rity. They had the remedy in their own hands 
and could have applied it, but they would not. 
The Democratic pariy would then have goce with 
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them, heart and hand, in making this now wished 
for reform. No, it would not suit theit party pur- 
poses then. They elected a man to do the printing; 
and permitted him to trans‘er and barter it away to 
another—both receiving large profits according to 
their own showing. They permitied the pyblic to 
be fleeced and robbed of some $20,000. hy, he 
again asked, did they not come forward with their 
corrective? Why, their political friends had it 
then. Sosoon as the Democratic party obtained 
the power, they took this reform in hand. They 
went about it, and appointed a committee; and if he 
recollected right, this committee had reported a re- 
ported a redaction of fifteen per cent.; which, if the 
report is well grounded, proves that the Federal 
printers of the last session had received some fifteen 
thousand dollars on every hundred too much; and 
yet we heard nothing said by these declaiming 
Whigs then about the prices of printing being too 


high, or that too much was ordered; nor do we | 


hear any wish expressed that the excess paid them | 


should be refunded, as the same party now propose 


to do towars the Democratic printer. This | 
was perfect!y understood by the country. Mr. | 


D. then commented on the cont nned cry about 
the office holders. The whole ground of the op- 
position by the Whig party to the Administration, 
growing out of a desire to tura them out, io pat 
in the many lean, lank, hungry expectants for 
four years, which would beas long as could pos- 
sibly be ex pected,under any circums ances,that such 
a party could maintain power. Mr. D. then refer- 
red to the Presi ential questions, which periodi- 
cally deranged the affairs of thecountry. By re- 
fereace to the public journals of the nation, it 
would be seen that this ery of ruin, ram, aod 
panic, was enacted the year previous to such elec- 
tion; and that it was the effect of a species of po- 
The cry of ruin, extrava- 
gance, was perfectly understood by the people. 

Mr. D. then went into a full examination of the 
political and military character of General Harrison, 
and commented with much force on the efors 
the Whig party were making to draw the attention 
of the people from the odivusness of the princi- 
ples of their candidate for the Presi ‘ency, by palm- 
ing him off as the “log cabin and herd cider candi- 
date.” He showed conclusively that he neither 
drank “hard cider nor lived in a log cabin;” bat 
that he lived on a princely estate, and enjo) ed the 
emoluments of an office which netied him more 
than five thousand dollars annually. He also 
proved from the records of proceedings in the Ohio 
Legislature, and speeches on that occasion, that 
General Harrison, instead of being the poor man’s 
friend, was in favor of selling them into slavery— 
even to *become the slaves of free negroes, if 
they should think proper to purchase them. Mr. 
D’s remarks will be published in full hereafter. 

Mr. GIDDINGS obiained the floor; and, on his 
motion, the committee rose and repor ed progress, 
and asked leave to sitagain; which was granted. 


The SPEAKER lait before the Hou-e a com: | 


munication from the Secretary of War, enc osing 


a communication from the Commissioner of Indian || 


Affairs, giving information ir, relation to the assem- 
blage of Indians on the Northeastern frontier, and 
the countenance the British had given them; made 
in compliance with a resolation of the Hovse of 
the 9th ultimo. Oa motion of Mr. CUSHING, 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, laid before the Hovse a communication 
from the Navy Depariment in comphance with 
a resolution of the 23d ultimo, giving a statement 
of all the sums of money which have been invested 
in State stocks. On motion of Mr. ADAMS, laid 
on the table, and ordered to be p:inted. 

Also, laid before the House sundry d: positic ns in 
relation to the New Jersey contes:ed elections; 
which were referred to the Commitiee on Elections. 

On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, 

The House“adjourned.. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, April 11, 1840. 

The business before the House daring the morn- 
ing bour, was the resoluuion sabmitted by Mr. 
Bricos, chairman of the Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures, providing that, as the duties originally 
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assigned to that committee have been transferred to 
other committees, leaving the said committee no 
duties to perform, it therefore be abolished. 

Mr. WISE addressed the House with much 
earnestness in opposition to the resolution, in a 
speech in which he animadver'e with great seve- 
rity on the neglect to investigate the abuses which 
he said were great and numerous in the Depart- 
ments, and on the reasons which had been urged in 
support of the resolution. The morning hour ex- 
pired before Mr. W. had concluded his remarks; 
but, by consent of the House, he was permitted to 
finish. 

A number of Senate bills on the Speaker’s table 
were taken up, read, and referred; after which, the 
Hovwse again went into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Casey of Illinois 
in the chair, and resumed the consideration of 
the 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

After some discussion on a question of order, 

Mr. GIDDINGS of Ohio moved tostrike out the 
enacting clause of the bill, and thereupon proceeded 
to address the committee at considerable length ina 
speech, in which he adverted to many items of ex- 
penditure in the Departments, on which he com- 
mented as extravagant, andin contrast with the 
econom:cal profes-ions of the Administration; and, 
in the close, took occasion to reply to several 
charges which had been advanced against the cha- 
racter of General Harrison. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE insisted on the rale pre- 
scribing that a bill in committee shall be debated 
in order of its sections, and contended that the mo- 
tion to strike out the enacting clause was not in 
order. 

The CHAIR overruled the objection; where- 
upon 
Mr. DROMGOOLE took an appeal, but subse- 
quently withdrew it. 

The question was then put on Mr. Gippincs’s 
motion, and it was negatived, without a count. 

The first item of the bill having been read, 

Mr. WISE went at large into a speech, in which 
he compared the amount to be appropriated to the 
civil list by this bill wih the amount of similar ap- 
propriations in former years, especial!y with those 
of the administration of Mr. Adams, which had been 
so much reprobated by its opponents. 

Mr. JONES, chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, addressed the committee in re- 
ply, vindicating the bill, and chaHenging Mr. W. 
to a detailed examination of iis items. 

Mr. WISE rose in rejoinder, and having ac- 
cepted the challenge, and prodaced a portfolio of 
papers as preparatory to his speech, 

Loud cries were made to rise, and Mr. W. yield- 
ing, moved for the rising of the committee. 

The committee then rove, and the Honse ad- 
journed—Mr. Wise holding the floor for Monday. 





IN SENATE, 
Monpay, April 13, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a commanication frem 
the Treasury Department, in reply to a resolution 
of the Senate on the Sth inst. communicating pa- 
pers in relation to the claim of James Allen to a 
pre-emption right. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of James Al- 
len, praying a special law, gran'ing him the right 
of pre-emption to a certain tract of land; which, 


| with the papers from the Treasury Department, 


weie referred to the Committee on the Pablic 
Lands. 

Mr. WHITE presented a petition of cit zens of 
Carroll county, lodiana, praying for the establish- 
ment of a post road; which was referred to the 
Commitiee on the Post Office and Pust Roads. 

Mr. CUTHBERT presented the memorial of 
Susan Murphy, w.dow and administrator of James 
Cashen; which was referred to the Commi:tee on 
Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG presen'e the petition of cit zens of 
Galena, and the peution of citizens of Green 
county, Illineis, praying for the passage of a gene- 
ral bankrupt law; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr, SEVIER presented a communication, made 
by the Secretary of War to the House of Repre- 





sentatives, on the subject of a plan of defence fo; 
the Western frontier; which was referred to 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of Ryj. 
zabeth Johnson and Ann Hughes, children ang 
heirs at law of James Van Qsten; which, with the 
accompanying documents, were referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memoria| 
numerously signed by citizens of Prince Georges 
county, Md. praying for the imposition of a du 
on foreign silk; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the memorial of 
citizens of Claiborne county, Mississippi, praying 
for the passage of a general bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judi. 
ciary. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN submitted the following 
resolution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, by the Senate, That the Committee on 
Military Affairs be instructe! to inquire into the 
propriety and justice of providing for the satisfac. 
tion of a claim of the State of Kentucky for arms 
furnished to the Genera! Government for the pub. 
lic service in the year 1814, and that said commit. 
tee report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi. 
ciary, to which was referred the petition of Tho- 
mas Haskins and Ralph Haskins, made a- report 
thereon, which was ordered to be printed; aceom- 
panied by a bill, which was read, and ordered toa 
second reading. 

Mr. W. by unanimous consent, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill relative to the iron 
steamer, the New Jersey; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from thé Commitiee on Fi- 
nance, to which was ref:rred House bills 

For the relief of Simuel D. Walker; 

For the relief of Zachariah Jellison; 

For the relief of James W. Osborne; and 

For the re ief of Chastellain and Ponvert; 
Reported them severally without amendment, and 
with a recommendation against their passage. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the House bill for the re- 
lief of the owners of the schooner Three Sisters,. 
made an adverse report thereon. 

Mr. K. also, from the same committee, to wh’ch 
was referred the memorial of Daniel Vanpett, 
made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill mak- 
ing provision for the adjustment of the title to a 
sie for a light-house on Roanoke marshes, in 
North Carolina; which was read, and ordereda 
second reading. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, to which wes referred certain reso- 
lations on the subject of the brig Enterprise, re- 
ported the same with amendments, which were 
read; and the the resolutions as am:nded, 

On motion by Mr. CALHOUN, were ordered to 
be printed, and made the o-der-of the day for 
Wednesday next. 

Mr. LINN gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce 

A bill for the marking and d+fining the southern 
boundary of the Territory of lowa; and 

A billto extend the laws of the United States 
over the Territory of Orezon. 

The joint resolution directing the Committee on 
the Library to take measures for the inportation 
and erection of the statue of Washington by Green- 
hough; 

The bill for the re'ief of Ciements, Bryan 2nd 
Company; 

The bil for the relief of George W. Paschall; 


and 


The bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes; 
were severally considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill for the relief of Peter Warner, of Indi- 
ana, was taken up, and after being discussed by 
Messrs. WH: TE, KING, and SEVIER, was, 00 
motion of the la‘ter, postponed unti!' to-morrow. 

SPECIAL ORDER. 
The bill to revive the act entitled “An act t 
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